
As another school year came to a successful conclusion, students at 
James A. Dever, Howell Road, Wheeler Avenue and Willow Road 
schools celebrated a milestone in their academic careers as they 
graduated from kindergarten and sixth grade. 

Family, friends and invited guests were all on 
hand to applaud the students who, dressed in their 
finest clothes, proudly participated in moving-up 
ceremonies. Speeches, words of wisdom, fond 
memories and best wishes for the future were all 
part of the festivities. There was an abundance 
of applause as the students graciously accepted 
their certificates of completion and well-deserved 
congratulations. It was evident that our students 
are off to a bright and successful future.
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New York State has adopted the Common Core Learning Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics. These learning standards 
provide a consistent and clear vision of what students are expected to know and be able to do to be college or career ready. The New York State 
Assessments to be administered in 2013 will be based on the Common Core Learning Standards. The Common Core Learning Standards for English 

Language Arts are grounded in eleven anchor standards detailing what students should be able to 
accomplish by the end of high school. These standards reflect an increased emphasis on non-fiction 
texts. The standards emphasize close reading to find text-based evidence to support a response to 
questions. There is a greater emphasis on writing to persuade, inform and form logical arguments. 
The Common Core Learning Standards for Mathematics focus on conceptual understanding and 
problem solving. There is coherence in the skills taught from grade to grade. Fluency in knowing 
numerical facts is emphasized at the elementary level. 

District teachers have been participating in professional development about the Common 
Core Learning Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics throughout the school year. 
Curriculum maps have been updated so that all instruction is aligned with the Common Core 
Learning Standards. 

Common Core Corner

Congratulations
to Our Graduates
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A Message From Your
superintendent of sChools

I would like to express my gratitude 
to the many residents of the Valley 
Stream UFSD Thirteen community 
who voted on the 2012-2013 school 
budget. The budget passed by 
approximately a 62 percent majority. 
Congratulations to our Board 
members who were re-elected, William 
P. Stris and Jeanne Greco Jacobs. 
Thank you for your willingness to 
accept this significant responsibility.  

The support of our community 
for our budget will enable the district 
to continue to provide a quality 
education for our students. The funds 
included in the budget will make it 
possible for us to continue all of our 
programs. 

I am appreciative of the efforts 
of our Board of Education, who 
worked diligently with administration 
throughout the budget development 
process to meet the challenges of the 
new tax levy limit legislation and the 
current economic climate, and to 
present a fiscally responsible budget 
to our community. The collaborative 
effort of parents, residents, employee 
groups and community leaders 
demonstrates the commitment that 
our school community has to its 
children. Thank you for all of your 
hard work in passing the budget. It is 
rewarding to be part of an elementary 
school district “where children come 
first.” 

I look forward to continuing to 
work with our school community 
throughout the upcoming school 
year in building on our successes and 
traditions and ensuring the future!
 
Thank you!
 
Sincerely,

Adrienne Robb-Fund, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools 

All activities, whether carefully planned or spontaneous, give us the chance to praise our 
children for their efforts, accomplishments and even for overcoming mistakes. It is very 
important to spend time every day paying attention to our children. We can never say that we 
love our children too often. By spending time together, we can communicate care and interest in 
our children. Doing activities together provides children with the opportunity to feel competent, 
to overcome a mistake, and to even see us make mistakes. 

When our children see us expressing kindness to another person, we model good citizenship 
and the lessons are learned without a word spoken. Donating clothing, toys or food to a local 
agency are lovely ways to model caring and compassion for those in need.  

Our local libraries have wonderful activities for children. It is a place where parents can meet 
each other and make connections with others in the community. The playground and PTA are 
also incredible resources for community activities and support. 

Activities like these enrich our lives together with our children. They build a foundation 
which lets our children know that we are there to listen to them, that we are interested in 
what they have to say, and that we are proud of them. The task of growing up is complicated. 
Knowing that parents and trusted adults are there to listen and provide guidance builds resiliency 
and a positive future. Let’s all give ourselves and our children the greatest gift of all - enjoyable 
time together and wonderful memories.

The GifT of Time

The Board of Education held its annual 
Reorganization meeting.Trustee Jeanne Greco 
Jacobs was elected President; Trustee Sean 
Douglas, Ph.D. was elected Vice President. 

Front row (l-r): Trustee William P. Stris, President 
Jeanne Greco Jacobs and Vice President Sean Douglas, 
Ph.D. Back row (l-r): Trustees Debra Evans, Joseph 
DeSibio, Joan Gartner and Frank Chiachiere, Ph.D.

2012-2013 Board of Education

Board of Education Trustee William P. Stris, who also serves as 
a Trustee on the Valley Stream Central High School District Board 
of Education, was honored with the Silver Bullet Award at the 53rd 
Annual Dinner of the Nassau-Suffolk School Boards Association. 
The award is bestowed upon men and women who have “served as a 
role model for effective school board service.” Mr. Stris also received 
the Board Mastery Award from the New York State School Boards 
Association in May.

The Board of Education extends its appreciation and best wishes to the district’s retirees: 
Joan Guarneri, Business Office; Susan McKenna, Willow Road School; Hugh Butler, Carole 
Ignaciuk, Corinne Lavin and Lois Waxman, Wheeler Avenue School; Carole Hawkins, James 
A. Dever School; Christine Zerillo, Principal of the Wheeler Avenue School and Linda Roth, 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction. 

Board Trustee Receives 
Silver Bullet Award

Board of Education Honors Retirees



Teamwork, sportsmanship, self-confidence and pride were evident as student-athletes and buddies 
participated in the Victory Challenge: The Empire State Games for the Physically Challenged, held at 
Mitchel Field and hosted by Nassau County. 

The talented and highly motivated students joined many others from Nassau and Suffolk Counties at 
this annual event. Many Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen students were rewarded for their efforts by receiving 
medals in a variety of track and field events. The courage and determination of every student-
athlete inspired all who attended. 

The student-athletes and buddies were coached by members of the physical education 
department including Mr. Schwasnick, who is pictured with a student-athlete and buddy as  
they prepare to compete.
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StudentS Shine at the empire State 
Victory GameS

The Howell Road reading garden and outdoor 
classroom provides the perfect atmosphere to learn and 
enjoy a good book. Thanks to a Lowe’s Toolbox Grant, 
students, parents, teachers and staff spent countless hours 
building the reading garden. The opening of this special 
reading garden was made all the more meaningful, as 
the garden was dedicated in memory of Howell Road 
student, Nicholas Lakharam, who passed away last 
December. 

Board of Education Trustees Dr. Frank Chiachiere 
and Dr. Sean Douglas, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Adrienne Robb-Fund, district administrators and Nassau 
County Legislator Carrie Solages were present to enjoy 
this special occasion. Students in each grade, wearing 
shirts in the colors of the rainbow, performed music, 
sang, danced and recited garden-themed poetry during 
the dedication ceremony. The Lakharam family was 
brought into the garden to unveil a dedication plaque 
and cut the ribbon, signaling the official opening of 
Howell’s outdoor classroom. 

Students at Willow Road School use the 
school’s technology lab to expand their critical 
thinking skills and enhance their knowledge 
and understanding of the classroom curriculum. 
Through time spent in the lab, students develop the 
skills needed to perform independent higher-level 
research and build the self-confidence critical to 
achieving academic success.

 Perfect for Reading

Proudly wearing their new vests, 
more than 200 students from all four 
elementary schools demonstrated their 
outstanding musical talent, school spirit 
and patriotic pride when they marched 
together as members of the Valley 
stream ufsd thirteen marching Band in 
this year’s memorial day Parade. 

Patriotic Pride  
on Display

Wheeler avenue school hosted a sixth-
grade in-school Project adventure field 
trip. the trip was designed to guide small 
groups of students through a series of 
activities that promoted critical thinking, 
problem solving, communication and 
collaboration. With the guidance of four 
naturalists from nassau Boces, students 
worked in teams using skills such as 
cooperation, critical thinking and problem-
solving to successfully complete numerous 
activities. students were encouraged to 
apply these 
skills to 
develop the 
confidence 
needed to 
approach 
life’s many 
challenges.

In-School Field 
Trip Challenge

Garden Setting

Technology Enhances Learning

Around The disTricT



In July 2012, the Board of Education adopted the Dignity for All 
Students Act. The Board is committed to providing an educational 
and work environment that promotes respect, dignity and equality 
for all. It further recognizes that harassment and bullying are 
detrimental to student learning and achievement. These behaviors 
interfere with the mission of the district to educate its students and 
disrupt the operation of district schools. Such behaviors affect not 
only the students and employees who are their targets, but also those 
individuals who participate in or witness such acts.  

The Board expects students to conduct themselves in an 
appropriate manner for their respective levels of development, 
maturity and demonstrated capabilities, with a proper regard 
for the rights and welfare of other students and school staff, the 
educational purpose underlying all school activities and the care of 
school facilities and equipment. The Board believes that the most 
positive school climate is one which is culturally sensitive and which 
models positive behavioral interactions that clearly show there is no 
tolerance for antisocial behaviors such as bullying, harassment and 
discrimination.  

To this end, the Board strictly prohibits all forms of harassment 
by district employees, students and volunteers against students, 
including but not limited to hazing, bullying, cyberbullying and 
sexting, which may occur on school grounds, on school buses, while 
using school property or at off-campus school functions. The Board 
also strictly prohibits any harassment including hazing, bullying, 
cyberbullying and sexting that occurs off campus and endangers the 
health and safety of students or staff members, substantially disrupts 
the educational process, or creates a reasonably foreseeable risk of 
such disruption. Conduct which is of such a severe nature that it 
either has or would have the effect of unreasonably and substantially 
interfering with a student’s educational performance, opportunities 
or benefits, or mental, emotional and/or physical well-being, or 
reasonably causes or would reasonably be expected to cause a student 
to fear for his or her physical safety, is expressly prohibited. When 
harassment is of a sexual nature, Board Policy No. 0110 provides 
additional information and clarification on student, staff and district 
responsibilities in this area.

Lisa Sells-Asch, Assistant Superintendent for Special Services, 
is the District Dignity Act Coordinator. She can be reached at        
516-568-6260. The building principal serves as the lead member of 
the Dignity Act team for the school.                                                                                      

Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen
585 North Corona Avenue, Valley Stream, NY 11580-2099
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                          Debra Evans             William P. Stris  

Adrienne Robb-Fund, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

The Board of Education is committed to providing a safe and orderly 
school environment where students may receive and district personnel 
may deliver quality educational services without disruption or interference. 
Responsible behavior by students, teachers, other district personnel, 
parents or guardians and other visitors is essential to achieving this goal.

The district has a long-standing set of expectations for conduct on 
school property and at school functions. These expectations are based on 
the principles of civility, mutual respect, citizenship, character, tolerance, 
honesty and integrity.

The Board recognizes the need to clearly define these expectations for 
acceptable conduct on school property, identify the possible consequences 
of unacceptable conduct, and to ensure that discipline, when necessary, is 
administered promptly and fairly. To this end, the Board will be adopting 
a District Code of Conduct. The Code of Conduct and versions written 
in age-appropriate language will be available in the main office of each 
school and on the district website, www.valleystream13.com. 

 Unless otherwise indicated, this code will apply to all students, school 
personnel, parents or guardians and other visitors when on school property 
or attending a school function.

District Code of Conduct Board Adopts Dignity 
for All  Students Act

Common Core Corner

If you have just moved to Valley Stream UFSD and have school-
aged children, be sure to register them for school. The earlier you 
register your children, the better the district can plan for their arrival in 
September. Central Registration is held at the Valley Stream Memorial 
Junior High School, One Kent Road, Valley Stream. Please check the 
district’s website at: www.valleystream13.com/district/enrollment.asp 
for registration information and the associated forms. If you have any 
questions about registration, please contact the Central Registration 
Office at 516-872-5694.

School Begins Wednesday, September 5

School Times:   Willow Road School 8:00 a.m. – 2:25 p.m.
            James A. Dever School 8:25 a.m. – 2:50 p.m.
           Wheeler Avenue School  8:50 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.
            Howell Road School 8:50 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.

 Be Sure to 
Register for

To be eligible to vote on the school budget and trustee election, a person 
must be a U.S. citizen, at least 18 years old, a resident of the Valley Stream 
UFSD Thirteen for at least 30 days, and registered. Unregistered individuals 
who meet the above criteria can register any day school is open between        
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the district office located at the James A. Dever School.

Are You Registered to Vote?


