
The district’s music and art program is an integral 
component of the curriculum designed to ensure that 
students have the opportunity to develop their musical and 
artistic talents to their fullest potential. Students continue 
to be acknowledged for their outstanding work and bring 
recognition to the school district and community. Student 
artwork was selected for display at the New York State School 
Boards Association Annual Conference held in Rochester.

Forty-nine of the district’s most outstanding student-
musicians were chosen to perform at the All-County Music 
Festival held at the Tilles Center located on the campus of LIU 
Post College. These talented musicians joined other Nassau 

County students to present a performance 
worthy of Carnegie Hall. 

During a Board of Education meeting 
at which these fine arts students were 
honored, Board President Jeanne Greco Jacobs noted, “We 
strive to provide our students with a well-rounded education 
that includes the fine arts. We are proud of our young artists 
and musicians and congratulate them on their well-deserved 
recognitions.” “Participation in music and art increases student 
engagement and allows a child to become more self confident,” 
stated Dr. Robb-Fund. “Students learn positive habits, behaviors 
and attitudes that help improve learning.” 

Accolades

 Board of Education President Jeanne Greco Jacobs 
and Dever Elementary School Principal Darren Gruen 
congratulate Dever’s award-winning art students.

Wheeler Avenue musicians entertained and 
demonstrated their musical talents.

Willow Road musicians shared their musical talents 
with community residents. 
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The Inter-district Curriculum Council, comprised of 
superintendents and curriculum administrators from the 
four Valley Stream school districts, has determined that, 

with some revisions to the elementary science 
curriculum, a higher percentage of eighth-
grade students would be better prepared to 
participate in a Regents-level science class. 

Teachers from all four districts worked 
collaboratively during the summer 

to revise the science curriculum, 
focusing more on inquiry, 
science reading and writing, and 
scientific vocabulary. 

The revised curriculum 
was introduced at the start 

of the school year to 
expand students’ 
understanding and 
interest in science. 
Students in the 
district now have 
the opportunity to 
explore science using 
new microscopes 
purchased with 
grant funds secured by Senator Dean G. Skelos. 
The microscopes, which are an added component of 
the curriculum, enable students to examine samples 
themselves and better comprehend the lessons taking place 
in the classroom. 

Sixth-grade students at Howell Road Elementary 
School were fascinated as they examined samples under 
the microscope as part of the district’s revised science 
curriculum. 

New Microscopes Enhance  
Science Curriculum

Music & Art
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Recognition Well Deserved

New Administrators Welcomed

Last spring, school districts were guaranteed an 

increase in the amount of state aid for 2013-2014 

provided there was a sufficient increase in personal 

income. The continued slow economy has resulted in 

a lower-than-expected income increase, which may 

result in a decrease in state aid. This coupled with 

the tax levy cap will limit the district’s ability to fund 

the budget. This presents a very real challenge as the 

district works to build a budget that supports our 

educational programs and maintains a safe and secure 

environment. 

At each phase of budget development, the public is 

invited to become part of the process, and their input 

is welcomed. In the fall, parents and residents met with 

building principals and staff as part of Shared Decision-

Making Committees to discuss ideas for improvements 

and new initiatives. In November, community 

members attended the annual Board of Education 

Planning Meeting, where Superintendent Dr. Adrienne 

Robb-Fund discussed the current educational program 

and plans for the future. 

On December 8, the Board of Education 

conducted its annual inspection of the district’s 

facilities to consider future capital and maintenance 

needs. Community members were invited to join 

the tour to get a first-hand look at the district’s 

facilities and plans for projects to be included in the         

2013-2014 budget.

Each year, many parents and community 

members participate in the budget process as Valley 

Stream UFSD Thirteen Budget Ambassadors. These 

ambassadors are kept informed of the components of 

the proposed budget and related issues. They become 

a source of reliable information throughout the 

community. In addition, the ambassadors bring back 

questions and concerns of community members so 

they can be addressed. The first meeting of the Budget 

Ambassadors will be held at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 

February 26, in the cafeteria of the James A. Dever 

School. The preliminary proposed 2013-2014 budget, 

including background information on the district’s 

programs and accomplishments, will be presented 

along with a question-and-answer session. Any future 

meetings will be scheduled at the convenience of the 

ambassadors.

 The budget will be presented at meetings of faculty 

and staff, PTAs and civic organizations. The schedule of 

these meetings will be published on the district website. 

Community  members are invited to attend any of 

these sessions. On Wednesday, May 8, District Thirteen 

and the Central High School District will present their 

proposed budgets at the Annual Budget Hearing. The 

annual budget vote and trustee election will take place 

on Tuesday, May 21, from 6 a.m. until 9 p.m. We 

welcome your input and questions and encourage all 

eligible voters to register and to vote.

The New York State Education Department requires that each public school district 
throughout the state have a plan in place to review the merits of principals and teachers. Valley 
Stream UFSD Thirteen administrators and teachers worked together throughout the 2011-2012 
school year to write the district’s Annual Professional Performance Review Plan (also known as 
APPR). The plan was approved by the NYSED during the summer and can be found on the 
district’s website, www.valleystream13.com.

After a thorough and extensive application and interview process, two 
administrators were hired to fill existing administrative positions in the 
Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen.

caroline Schozer, Coordinator of Curriculum and Assessment – Before 
joining the district, Mrs. Schozer, an alumna of the Valley Stream Central 
High School District, served as an assistant principal and assistant to the 
superintendent in the Floral Park-Bellrose Public Schools. Mrs. Schozer 
holds an undergraduate degree in anthropology from Hofstra University, 
a master’s degree in elementary education from St. John’s University and an advanced degree 
with dual certification in school district administration from Hofstra University. “It’s good to 
be back home,” stated Mrs. Schozer. “I welcome the opportunity to work with administrators 
and staff to ensure our curriculum enables all students to achieve their highest potential.” 
Mrs. Schozer is responsible for all aspects of curriculum and assessment, including the 
implementation of the New York State Common Core Learning Standards.

Dr. Gayle Steele, Wheeler Avenue School Principal – Dr. Steele 
joined the district as principal of Wheeler Avenue School. Prior to joining 
the district, Dr. Steele served as an assistant principal and classroom 
teacher in the Half Hollow Hills School District. She also served as a 
teacher and social worker in the New York City school system. Dr. Steele 
earned her doctorate in education leadership from Dowling College. “I 
am very pleased to be working with the students, staff and parents at 
Wheeler Avenue School,” she stated. “I was immediately impressed by the 
professionalism of the staff, the students’ enthusiasm for learning and the 
support of parents and guardians.” 

Meredith Brosnan, Assistant Superintendent for Business, has been 
recognized by the March of Dimes as the recipient of their Golden 
Apple Award. This prestigious award is presented to educators who 
make a significant difference in the lives of children. Regent Roger 
Tilles, a member of the New York State Board of Regents, noted in his 
presentation of the award that Mrs. Brosnan was the first school business 
official to achieve this recognition. Regent Tilles noted Mrs. Brosnan’s 
leadership role as the current president of the New York State School 
Business Officials.

Paula Barnick, a Howell Road School English as a Second Language 
teacher, was recognized by the New York State Association for Bilingual 
Education as an exemplary educator. Ms. Barnick has demonstrated an 
immeasurable commitment to the academic success of English language 
learners in the Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen, community and region.

2013-2014 Budget Goal:  
Preserving Programs in Difficult Fiscal Times
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Keyboarding SKillS and internet Safety

Worthy of 
Special Recognition

Fifth-grade and sixth-grade students are developing their keyboarding techniques and word 
processing skills while also raising their awareness of the importance of Internet safety. Through 
the use of the online program EasyTech, created by learning.com, students are improving their 
basic keyboarding skills and learning the basics of word processing, including formatting texts, 
proofreading and editing. The self-paced digital program automatically adjusts to various levels of 
difficulty as the students become more proficient with their typing. 

Students are instructed in using the online program during their computer time. They are then 
able to practice their newly acquired skills on any laptop or desktop computer or in the public 
library. The goal of this program is to ensure that all students have an opportunity to develop 
excellent keyboarding skills before entering seventh grade. This lifelong learning skill will serve as a 
valuable asset throughout their educational career.

Willow Road Elementary School students practiced 
their typing skills using the district’s EasyTech 
keyboarding and word processing program.

Students throughout the district 
rallied together to help those whose 
homes were damaged or destroyed as 
a result of Superstorm Sandy and the 
nor’easter. Students in neighboring 
school districts were the beneficiaries of 
the caring and generous efforts of both 
students and staff. Lessons in compassion 
for others and community service came 
to life as students collected coats, mittens 
and toys as part of the district’s annual 
giving program. At the James A. Dever 
Elementary School, the holiday tree in 
the lobby was adorned with paper stars, 
each showing a needed gift item. Students were able to select a star and donate 
that item to brighten the holidays for someone less fortunate.

The district’s student council 
members joined together to collect 
new and slightly used books to 
be donated to neighboring public 
schools dealing with the devastation 
caused by Superstorm Sandy and the 
nor’easter. Among the recipients were 
Long Beach, Island Park, Oceanside 
and East Rockaway. 

News of their efforts reached 
worldwide proportions, as donations 
started arriving from across the globe, thanks in part to the efforts of 
a former Howell Road School student. More than 2,000 books have 
found a new home in neighboring school districts. The Willow Road 
donation was sent to East Rockaway, books from Wheeler Avenue 
were sent to Long Beach, James A. Dever’s donated books were sent 
to Oceanside, and books from Howell Road were sent to Island Park. 
Superintendents from each of the recipient school districts expressed 
their appreciation and gratitude for the district’s act of kindness and 
generous donation in a time of need.

Forty-nine talented musicians were selected to participate in the 
2012-2013 Nassau Music Educators Association All-County Festival. 
Congratulations to the following students who are considered to be among 
the finest musicians in Nassau County:

Two talented musicians from Wheeler Avenue School were also 
selected to participate in the Long Island String Festival. Congratulations 
to Tracy Sanon and Alex Wong.

Howell Road School
Mel Goodman Band
Nicholas Riley Band
Selina Barnes Chorus
Isabel Hernandez Chorus
Sabreena Jacob Chorus
Stephen Jean Chorus
Evelyn Perez Chorus
Maya Smith Chorus
Jayden Times Chorus
Ashley Dieguez Orchestra
Annaelle Lafontant Orchestra

James A. Dever School
Amelia Cossentino Band
Sophia Herring Band
Aniko Ouwendijk Band
Angelina Perrone Band
Henry Renelus Band
James Saracino Band
Presley Stelle Band
Jessica Tsu Band
Anna Westfall Band
Elijah Blain Chorus
Victoria Calabrese Chorus
Isabella Grgurovich Chorus
Kaitlin Hawkins Chorus
Colleen Knoblach Chorus

Emma Wischerth Chorus
Kailyn Fan Orchestra
Jennifer Lin Orchestra
Christian Onyeike Orchestra

Wheeler Avenue School
Caitlyn Barnwell Band
Brianna DelaCruz Band
Rebecca Toy Band
Edward Ye Band
Michael Higgins Chorus
Matthew Manza Chorus
Aina Urgel Chorus
Kaithlyn Massiah Orchestra
Jerahmeel Mendoza Orchestra

Willow Road School
Kristen Chimento Band
Jacob Schoenfeld Band
Alexandra Colgate Chorus
Brianna Farzatian Chorus
Daniela Giliberti Chorus
Joseph Gisonda Chorus
Georgiana KarapatakisChorus
Isabella Morales Chorus
Sophia Romano Chorus
Tess Drosman Orchestra
Megan Gangi Orchestra

Reaching Out to Help

James A. Dever students surround their 
giving tree decorated with stars filled 
with gift ideas.

Book DrIVE 
Goes Global

Wheeler Avenue musicians were 
honored by the Board of Education 
during a board meeting. The students 
are flanked by Principal Dr. Gayle 
Steele (back row, second from right), 
Board President Jeanne Greco Jacobs 
(far right) and school music faculty.
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To be eligible to vote in the school budget and 
trustee election, a person must be a U.S. citizen, at least 
18 years old, a resident of the Valley Stream UFSD 
Thirteen for at least 30 days, and registered. Unregistered 
individuals who meet the above criteria can register any 
day school is open between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the 
District Office located at the James A. Dever School.

Are You Registered to Vote?

The Valley Stream 
UFSD Thirteen Board of 
Education and Administration 
are pleased to announce 
the launch of the district’s 
newly redesigned website at                                       
www.valleystream13.com. The 
Board and Administration 
recognize the important 
role the district’s website plays 
in providing the most up-to-date school news and 
information for parents, guardians and community 
residents. The district invites everyone to visit the new 
website and to revisit often for the latest in school and 
district news.

Transportation Request Deadline – April 1, 2013

Monday, April 29 – Parent University
Wednesday, May 8 –  VSUFSD Thirteen  

Budget Hearing 7:30 p.m. 
VSCHSD Budget Hearing 8 p.m.

Wednesday May 15 – Meet the Candidates Night  
7 p.m. @ Dever

Tuesday, May 21 – Annual Budget Vote  
& Trustee Election 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Do you have a child residing in the Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen 
who will turn 5 by December 1, 2013? Do you know a child who resides 
in the district who will turn 5 by December 1, 2013? The earlier parents 
register children for school, the better the district can plan for their arrival 
in September. Parents can register students for kindergarten at any time 
when the Central Registration Office is open. The Central Registration 
Office is located at Memorial Junior High School, One Kent Road, Valley 
Stream.

Registration information and the associated forms are 
located on the district website at www.valleystream13.com. 
If you have any questions about registration, please contact 
the Central Registration Office at 516-872-5694.

The New York State Tax Code Number for the Valley 
Stream UFSD Thirteen is 655. This code number is to 
be entered in the appropriate box on your state income 
tax return. It is used in the apportionment of state aid.

Visit Our New website
www.valleystream13.com

Save the Dates

Important Tax Code Information  – 655

Pupils attending private and parochial 
schools outside of the Valley Stream UFSD 
Thirteen are eligible for transportation if the 
distance to the school is not more than 15 miles. 
New York State law requires transportation 
requests for the following September to be 
filed on or before April 1 with the local school 
district. Applications can be obtained by calling 
the Business Office at 516-568-6110.

Kindergarten Registration

VALLEY STrEAM UFSD THIrTEEn nEWSLETTEr
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Sign Up for District Email 
Notifications and Text Messages
Parents, guardians and family members of Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen can now 

learn more about the district by logging on to the district’s newly redesigned website at 
www.valleystream13.com.   

Residents can receive email notification by simply completing the information 
located in the E-News box located on the left-hand side at the bottom of the home page. 
The district has also implemented a text messaging program which will be an additional 
communication tool to announce school closings and emergencies. Residents must text 
the word ALERT to 22300 to receive text messages.


