
A Message From Your

BOE PrEsidEnt

Energy Performance Contract Yields Savings

The Board of Education adopted long-range goals at its October meeting designed to 
guide the district for the next five years. 

•  Goal 1 – To increase the extent to which faculty and staff of the school district are 
ethnically, linguistically and, in gender, more representative of the student population 
with whom they work;  

•  Goal 2 – To develop a five-year fiscal plan for the district, updated annually, which 
identifies anticipated revenues and planned expenditures for staff, facility upkeep and 
curricular materials purchases;  

•  Goal 3 – To enhance staff and public understanding of, and support for, the goals and 
work of the school district;

•  Goal 4 – To bifurcate the annual development of a five-year facility plan to bring 
greater focus to the day-to-day needed maintenance of the facilities, as contrasted with 
longer-term, higher-cost major maintenance work; 

•  Goal 5 – To enhance the effectiveness with which instructional and administrative 
technology is used within the district;

•  Goal 6 – To enhance the goals of the instructional program of Valley Stream UFSD 
Thirteen  not only to meet, but to exceed the standards of developing the Common 
Core Curriculum of New York State.

The district has entered into a New York State Education Department approved 
Energy Saving Performance Contract (ESPC) with Con Edison Solutions. This has 
enabled the district to repair/replace outdated, inefficient or high-maintenance 
equipment with new, more energy-efficient equipment to maximize efficiencies and 
reduce costs. These infrastructure upgrades will be paid for through the energy savings 
realized over the term of the contract with no additional cost to taxpayers.

Under this agreement, the district replaced all 11 of its original boilers, including two 
dating back to the 1920s. The new burners are dual-fired for either oil or gas, depending 
upon current market costs. This is the first time the district will have an oil or gas 
option.

As needed, the district has installed new doors, upgraded lighting with energy-
efficient bulbs, replaced windows and weather stripping and installed digital controls to 
HVAC units to remotely manage heat distribution and usage. 

“As we continue to face the challenge of presenting a budget within the property tax 
levy cap, we will continue to explore every opportunity to minimize expenditures and 
maintain a healthy and safe environment for our students,” stated Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Adrienne Robb-Fund. “The efficiencies realized through the initiative will 
certainly contribute to our long-term goals.”
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 As we approach the midway point of our 
school year, we continue to face many challenges 
in the field of education. Discussions continue 
concerning student data storage (inBloom), New 
York State Common Core Learning Standards, 
staff evaluations (A.P.P.R) and high-stakes 
testing, to name a few, and how these issues have 
impacted schools throughout the state and nation.          

Commissioner of Education John King and 
the Board of Regents decided that New York State 
would be one of the first states to roll out the new 
standards and high-stakes testing simultaneously. 
Although New York State’s implementation of 
the Common Core Learning Standards have 
had its issues, the Board of Education and 
Superintendent have been working assiduously 
to support our administrative staff, teachers, 
students and parents as these new standards are 
implemented in our schools. While the board 
believes in higher academic standards, we all agree 
the correct way for a rollout would have been 
through the use of a multi-year pilot program.  
Educators throughout the state believe these new 
standards will be here for some time, despite the 
problematic rollout and our personal feelings 
about it. 

The Board of Education is about to embark on 
a strategic plan which will guide the district over 
the next five years. To that end, we will be asking 
you to be an integral part of the direction the 
district will take by participating in stakeholder 
meetings which take place in the district over the 
course of the year. It is the board’s hope that as 
many as you can attend these meetings will do so 
and share your hopes and dreams for the children 
entrusted in our mutual care. Your voice is critical 
to the success of the strategic plan and we need to 
hear it. Thank you for continuing to support the 
educational program in our district and we hope 
to see you at future board meetings.                                                                                                                                   

Sincerely,

Dr. Sean T. Douglas
School Board President



New TexTbooks supporT  
social sTudies curriculum

Sixth-grade students were delighted to receive their new social studies 
textbooks and program at the start of the school year. The new textbook, aligned 
with the Common Core Learning Standards, provides students with a variety of 
learning opportunities. Units focus on essential questions about the importance 
of learning and researching history. Students apply these questions to all 
aspects of the social studies curriculum as they study geography, economics and 
citizenship of ancient times, and then apply these concepts to today. Students 
study original primary source documents through online resources that include 
interactive maps, photographs and teaching videos. Students can also access the 
textbook and its resources online from school and home. 
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The Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA) is a formula in the state budget that reduces 
the amount of state aid each school district is entitled to receive. It was introduced in the 
2009-2010 school year to partially offset the state’s own $10 billion budget deficit. The 
GEA, combined with state aid reductions, insufficient mandate relief and the enactment 
of the property tax levy cap, has created irreversible financial consequences for the 
district. 

The district is aggressively engaged in an islandwide initiative to seek legislative 
support to eliminate the GEA beginning in the 2014-2015 school year. Your participation 
in this important campaign is critical to the success of our efforts to eliminate the GEA. 
Please visit the district’s website, www.valleystream13.com, to read the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment brochure and use the sample letter, along with the mailing list of local 
legislators, to send letters to Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and legislators asking for the 
elimination of the GEA. 

Join Effort to Restore Our State Aid

A Message From Your
SUperintenDent oF SchoolS

Dear Residents,
There is a great deal of success 

occurring in our classrooms as we 
begin the second semester of the 
2013-14 school year. Every day, our 
students demonstrate an enthusiasm 
for learning and the ability to 
understand the deeper learning skills 
required by the New York State 
Common Core Learning Standards 
that we are continuing to implement. 
Our youngest students are learning 
and are engaging in close reading 
of fiction and non-fiction and are 
doing basic math; our oldest students 
are learning pre-algebra and closely 
reading fiction and non-fiction works. 
Our libraries are filled with students 
engaged in online research to enhance 
their knowledge and complete 
research projects. Our fine arts 
program nurtures and develops our 
students’ musical and artistic talents 
as well as their self-esteem through 
concerts and other performances. 
Our physical education curriculum 
stresses the importance of maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle and making healthy 
choices. All students are provided 
with opportunities to engage in 
age-appropriate community service 
projects that reinforce the importance 
of respecting others. 

The children of our community 
deserve the best education. Our 
district has always had an approved 
Annual Professional Performance 
Review plan for staff evaluation, and 
we continue to have one. Our district 
website, www.valleystream13.com, 
provides information about the district 
and a variety of learning opportunities. 

The support and encouragement 
of parents and community members 
continues to be an important part 
of our students’ experience. Visitors 
to our schools quickly notice that 
in Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen, 
children do come first.

Sincerely,
Adrienne Robb-Fund, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools 

The district’s faculty and staff continue to 
work through the details and expectations of 
the New York State mandated Common Core 
Learning Standards, adopted by the Board of 
Regents in July 2010. The district’s curriculum 
maps have been revised to align with the 
Common Core Learning Standards for English 
language arts and mathematics. The curriculum 
has also been adapted to include the New York 
State Common Core curriculum modules. 
Professional development for the year continues 
to emphasize the implementation of the Common Core Standards and modules. 

As part of the district’s participation in Response to Intervention, a national initiative 
to utilize data to improve student achievement, the district is continuing to use student 
data to monitor progress, guide instructional decisions and provide intervention services 
as warranted. 

Implementing Common Core 
Learning Standards



Transportation Request Deadline – April 1st

Voter Registration Information 

Pupils attending private and parochial schools out of the district are eligible for 
transportation if the distance to the school is not more than fifteen (15) miles. New York 
State Law requires transportation requests for the following September must be filed on or 
before April 1st with the local school district. Applications can be obtained by calling the 
Business Office at 516-568-6110.

This year’s school budget vote and trustee election will be held on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 
at each of the district’s elementary schools. If you are not yet registered to vote, the district 
encourages you to register. To be eligible to vote, a person must be a United States citizen, 
at least 18 years old, a resident of the school district for at least 30 days, and registered. 
Unregistered individuals who meet the above criteria can register on any day school is open 
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the District Office located at the James A. Dever School. 

Throughout the year, and especially 
during the holiday season, students 
continue to demonstrate their concern and 
compassion for others in the community and 
beyond. Students collected warm mittens 
and coats, which were distributed to families 
in need through local outreach centers. 
Students brought joy to needy children by 
collecting toys for Toys for Tots and worked 
diligently to raise funds for several worthy causes, including the Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund.  

Students also collected pennies for people in the Philippines and collected non-perishable 
food items for the local food pantries to distribute to those in need. Even those in the military, 
returning home for the holidays, were remembered by students who created a special welcome 
home quilt to greet and thank them as they arrived at the airport.

Music filled the air during the district’s winter concerts and special performances at Franklin 
General Hospital, Franklin Square Senior Center, the North Valley Stream Triangle and the 
Village of Malverne.  
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School Libraries
Not Just Books Anymore!

Caring Builds Character and Spreads Joy

Can you imagine being able to access the encyclopedia from your computer? Our school 
librarians teach students how to use World Book Online, Groliers Online and other online 
databases. Our libraries are linked to the New York State Library System through NOVEL NY, 
a statewide online virtual library provided free to the public by the New York State Library. 

This endeavor is funded through the Library Services and Technology Act grant to the 
New York State Library by the Federal Institute of Museum and Library Services. Students 
have access to Groliers Online, a database with a variety of encyclopedias such as America the 
Beautiful, Amazing Animals of the World and New Book of Popular Science. Students can also 
search for newspaper and magazine articles using eLibrary Elementary and Kids Infobits. Our 
district libraries provide the following online subscriptions: World Book Online, BookFlix, 
TrueFlix and BrainPOP, all of which foster 21st century learning. Our library collections also 
include more than 70 ebooks students can use for research, learning and enjoyment. 

Important Dates 
to Remember

Wednesday, Feb. 12:  Board of Education Budget Meeting  6:00 p.m. @ James A. Dever Elementary School
Wednesday, May 7:   District Thirteen Budget Hearing  7:30 p.m. @ James A. Dever Elementary School

Wednesday, May 14:  Meet the Candidates Night (if needed)  7 p.m. @ James A. Dever Elementary School
Tuesday, May 20:  

Annual Budget Vote and  Trustee Election 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
The Board of Education policy 5450.1 on Sex Offenders indicates the following: “This 

policy shall be disseminated at least once a year to all district residents.” To view the policy 
in its entirety, please visit the district’s website www.valleystream13.com.

District Policy On Sex Offenders
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It’s Time to Register for Kindergarten

•  The district has a total of 41 students selected to participate in 
the Nassau Music Educators Association All-County Festival for 
2013-2014, including three students selected to the All-County 
Jazz Ensemble. These students are considered to be the best 
musicians in Nassau County. Congratulations to:

Julia Acosta, orchestra; Logan Balsan, band; Elijah Blain, chorus; 
Victoria Calabrese, chorus; Katherine Davi, chorus; Kalliope 
Deluca, band; Derek Feliu, chorus; Matthew Foster, jazz band; Ryan 
Kay, band; Nicholas Koches, band; Jaime Lazaar, chorus; Esther 
Lee, orchestra; Matthew Marquez, jazz band; Kayla Moonsammy, 
orchestra; Alena Moreira, orchestra; Jake Naraine, chorus;
Garrick Neuner, band; Olivia Neuner, chorus; Kashmiraa Pandit, 
chorus; Stephanie Parkinson, chorus; Evelyn Perez, chorus; Arianna 
Picillo, chorus; Jamyang Ponsar, Band; Irene Quintero, chorus; 
Nicholas Riley, band; Sophia Romano, chorus; Brianna Ruffino, 
chorus; Kayla Schimmenti, chorus; Arianna Smith, chorus; Maya 
Smith, orchestra; Jilliana Strojan, band; Danae Thomas, chorus; 
Jayden Times, chorus; Ashley Toma, chorus; Katie Torchenaud, 

orchestra; Rebecca Toy, band; Jessica Tsu, jazz band; Jennifer Vela, 
orchestra; Ryan Walfisch, chorus; Anna Westfall, band and Alex 
Zhuo, orchestra

•  The district recognized 37 students for their outstanding 
artwork that appeared in the schools, the 2013-2014 calendar 
and was selected for exhibit by the New York State Art Teachers 
Association. Congratulations to: 

Adam Abid, Somaiya Alam, Victoria Andreo, Maryam Bacchus, 
Kaitlin Barry, Sophia Buccellato, Christian Calderon, Leema Caravan, 
Matthew Clayton, Julian Coletta, Christian D’Andrea, Tessa DeCeglie, 
Isabella DiClemente, Ashley Dieguez, Kailee Finn, Joseph Gerbino, 
Eric Hernandez, Ellie Katz, Daniyal Khan, Misa March, Peter 
Mastrota, Stephanie Parkinson, Carlton Parris, Nyla Philllips, Kristina 
Piccolo, Jamyang Ponsar, Vanessa Reyes, Tayler Rochester, Arianny 
Sanchez, Victoria Scarpa, Kamille Shrestha, Jilliana Strojan, Samantha 
Szabo, Simar Thind, Caleb Torres, Amanda Wong and Hannah Yack.

Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen will hold an evening kindergarten registration on 
Thursday, February 13, 2014 from 6:30-8 p.m. at the James A. Dever School. Families 
who reside in VSUFSD Thirteen and whose child will turn 5 by Dec. 1, 2014 are 
encouraged to register. Early registration allows children to participate in many 
activities related to getting ready for school, including learning how to ride a school bus. 
Registration information is available on the district website www.valleystream13.com/
district/student_registration or by contacting the district registrar at 516-872-5674.

Registration for New Students
New residents may register school-age children by obtaining a registration packet from 

their school or by calling the central registration office at (516) 872-5674. Upon completion of 
the packet, an appointment must be made with the residency officer, Nick Luciano, for review 
before the student is able to attend school. Students entering sixth grade must show proof of 
varicella vaccine or proof of disease signed and stamped by a doctor.

Did You Know...

Tax Code Information – 655
The New York State Tax Code Number for the Valley Stream UFSD 

Thirteen is 655. This is to be entered in the appropriate box on your state 
income tax return. It is used in the apportionment of state aid.


