
 

 

October 25, 2021 

Dear Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen School Community, 

The challenges of the Coronavirus-19 pandemic have been daunting and have impacted every aspect of  
our lives. While the procedures and protocols we’ve put in place to ensure the health and safety of our 
students, teachers and staff have proven very successful over the past 15 months, we are also aware that 
circumstances can and do change as we have seen with the Delta variant.  It is for this reason that we 
continue to review our practice and pursue options to enhance our prioritization of the health and safety  
of all. 

The science of this pandemic tells us that indoor air quality is a large factor in mitigating the spread of the 
Coronavirus, including the more contagious Delta variant and possible future variants. We also know that 
indoor air quality has always played a critical role related to other health issues like the flu, other viruses, 
and allergies. The replacement of classroom unit ventilators and system upgrades to fresh air intake 
Districtwide have all contributed to improving the air quality of our school buildings. Now, we are taking 
the next step to ensuring we are providing your children with clean, pure air, creating the healthiest 
environment possible, while they are in our schools. 

Working with Mark Design Studios, our District architect, we have implemented an initiative that will result   
in the installation of in-room, air purifier units in every classroom in the District. These units will remove all 
particulates from a room’s air flow, changing room air three to five times every hour. These units use a 
state-of-the-art four-stage air filtration system: 

Stage 1:  a pre-filter captures large particles 

Stage 2:  active carbon filtration absorbs odors and 
VOCs 

Stage 3:  HEPA filter captures particles as small as 
0.15 microns 

Stage 4:   a bipolar ionizer captures efficiency of the 
particulate filter 

These units will effectively kill 99.99 percent of Coronavirus particulates in the air, as well as the Delta 
variant. More importantly, they offer a long-term solution for any new variants that might arise and will 
create consistent, high quality air flow in our classrooms supporting the daily health and wellness of our 
students and staff. 

We are thrilled to be able to provide this significant health safeguard in our schools. We anticipate having 
this equipment installed Districtwide no later than mid-November 2021. Thank you for your support of our 
continuous improvement efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Constance D. Evelyn, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools  
 


