
 

September 30, 2015 

Special Meeting of the Board of Education of Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen held in the Auditorium of 

the James A. Dever School on Wednesday, September 30, 2015. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT OTHERS PRESENT 

Trustee Chiachiere Trustee Douglas Superintendent Evelyn 

Trustee DiSibio  Assistant Supt. for Sp. Services Sells-Asch 

Trustee Farrell  Interim Asst. Supt. for CAT Martin 

Trustee Pomerantz  Interim Asst. Supt. for Business Groveman 

Trustee Stris Principal Gruen 

 Principal Huplosky 

 Principal Steele 

 Supvr. Facilities & Operations Daly 

 Acting District Clerk Michels 

  

 Approximately 25 Visitors 

 

Convening CONVENING 

The meeting was convened at 7:17 p.m. by President Pomerantz.  

  

Quorum QUORUM 

Five members being present, a quorum was determined.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

  

Welcome  

President Pomerantz thanked everyone for coming to the Special Meeting of the Board of Education. She announced that 

Superintendent Constance Evelyn was selected by Governor Cuomo to serve on the “Governor’s Task Force”.   

 

SEQRA Resolution – Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen:   SEQRA 

Proposed Bond Referendum  

RECOMMENDED ACTION: “that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent,  

the Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen Board of Education approves  

the following resolution:” 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education desires to embark upon the Proposed Bond  

Referendum for Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen (Project), listed  

in attachment A hereto; and 

 

WHEREAS, said Project is subject to classification under the State Environmental  

Quality Review Act (SEQRA); and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby declares  

itself lead agency in connection with the requirements of SEQRA; and the Board  

of Education, as the lead agency, has examined all information related to the Project  

and has determined that the Project as a whole listed in attachment A hereto is classified  

as a Type II Action as defined by Section 617.5(c)(8) of the SEQRA Regulations and  

therefore requires no further review; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education hereby shall forward an  

official copy of this Resolution to the New York State Education Department together  

with a copy of the final Project acceptance, upon receipt, from the New York State  

Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, in connection with its request for  

approval of said Project from the New York State Education Department. 

 

Moved by Trustee Stris, seconded by Trustee DiSibio and carried unanimously. 

 

Resolution of the Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen, New York,  SPECIAL DISTRICT  

Adopted September 30, 2015, Calling a Special District Meeting to Authorize the  MEETING 12/8/15 

Expenditure of Moneys for School Purposes and the Levy of a Tax Therefor;  BOND REFERENDUM 

          APPROVED 

Resolved by the Board of Education of the Valley Stream Union Free School District  

Thirteen, in the County of Nassau, New York, as Follows: 

 

Section 1.  A Special District Meeting of the qualified voters of the Valley Stream Union Free School 

District Thirteen, in the County of Nassau, New York (the "District"), shall be held within the District, on Tuesday, 

December 8, 2015, at 6:00 o’clock A.M. (Prevailing Time) at the voting places in each election district, as provided in the 

Notice calling said Special District Meeting hereinafter substantially prescribed.  The voting at such Special District 

Meeting shall be by voting machine, as provided by the Education Law, and the polls shall remain open from 6:00 o’clock 

A.M. to 9:00 o’clock P.M. (Prevailing Time) on said day and as much longer as may be necessary to enable the voters, 

then present, to cast their votes. 

Section 2.  The business to be acted upon at said Special District Meeting shall be as stated in the Notice 

thereof, and the District Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause the Notice of said Special District Meeting to be 

published in “LI Herald” and "Franklin Square Bulletin," two newspapers having a general circulation within the District, 

such publications to be made four (4) times within the seven (7) weeks next preceding such Special District Meeting, the 

first publications to be at least forty-five (45) days prior to the date of said Special District Meeting. 

Section 3.  Said Notice of Special District Meeting shall be in substantially the following form: 

 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING 

VALLEY STREAM UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT THIRTEEN, 



 

September 30, 2015 

IN THE COUNTY OF NASSAU, NEW YORK 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Education of the Valley Stream Union Free School 

District Thirteen, in the County of Nassau, New York, has adopted a resolution on September 30, 2015, authorizing a 

Special District Meeting of the qualified voters of said School District to be held on 

 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

 

from 6:00 o’clock A.M. to 9:00 o’clock P.M. (Prevailing Time), for the purpose of voting upon the following Bond 

Proposition: 

  

BOND PROPOSITION 

RESOLVED: 

(a) That the Board of Education of the Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen, in the County of Nassau, 

New York (the “District”), is hereby authorized to construct additions, alterations and improvements to District school 

buildings and the sites thereof (the “Project”), substantially as described in a report prepared for the District by Burton, 

Behrendt & Smith, Architects & Engineers, P.C, Patchogue, New York, entitled “Proposed Bond Scope Accepted as of 

September 13, 2015” (the “Report”), which is on file and available for public inspection at the office of the District Clerk; 

such Project to include the construction of new cafeteria and kitchen space, and an elevator; interior reconfiguration and 

partial reconstruction of existing space; installation of new cabinet and sink casework for classrooms; lavatory, auditorium 

and gymnasium renovations; replacement of unit ventilators and roofs; upgrades to heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, 

electrical, plumbing, security, fire alarm, and public address systems; and improvements to doors, windows, walls, lighting, 

masonry and building envelope; and also including ADA, sidewalk, asphalt, building entrance, playground, and drainage 

improvements; all of the foregoing to include the original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus and ancillary or 

related site, demolition and other work required in connection therewith; and to expend therefor, including preliminary 

costs and costs incidental thereto and to the financing thereof, an amount not to exceed the estimated total cost of 

$32,000,000, provided that the detailed costs of the components of the Project as set in detail in the Report  may be 

reallocated among such components if the Board of Education shall determine that such reallocation is in the best interests 

of the District;  

(b) that a tax is hereby voted in the aggregate amount of not to exceed $32,000,000 to finance such costs, such tax to 

be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such amounts as shall be determined by said Board of 

Education; and  

(c) that in anticipation of such tax, bonds of the District are authorized to be issued in the principal amount of not to 

exceed $32,000,000 and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable. 

 

 

Such Bond Proposition shall appear on ballot labels to be inserted in the voting machines used for voting 

at said Special District Meeting in substantially the following condensed form: 

 

BOND PROPOSITION 

YES       NO 

 

RESOLVED: 

(a) That the Board of Education of the Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen, in the County of Nassau, New 

York (the “District”), is hereby authorized to construct additions, alterations and improvements to District school buildings 

and the sites thereof, and to expend therefor not to exceed $32,000,000; (b) that a tax is hereby voted in the amount of not 

to exceed $32,000,000 to finance such cost, such tax to be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such 

amounts as shall be determined by said Board of Education; and (c) that in anticipation of such tax, bonds of the District are 

authorized to be issued in the principal amount of not to exceed $32,000,000  and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest 

on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable. 

  

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that personal registration of voters is required pursuant to § 2014 of 

the Education Law.  The register of the qualified voters of the District prepared for the Annual Meeting and Election held 

on May 19, 2015 shall be used as the basis for the preparation of the register for said Special District Meeting to be held on 

December 8, 2015.  Any person whose name appears on such register or who shall have been previously registered for any 

Annual or Special District Meeting or election and who shall have voted at any annual or special meeting or any election 

held or conducted at any time since January 1, 2011, will not be required to register personally for this Special District 

Meeting.  In addition, any person otherwise qualified to vote who is registered with the Board of Elections of Nassau 

County under the provisions of the Election Law, shall be entitled to vote at said Special District Meeting without further 

registration.  All other persons who wish to vote at said Special District Meeting must register. 

 

  PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT qualified voters may register at the James A. Dever School, Howell 

Road School, Wheeler Avenue School and Willow Road School any day up until Tuesday, December 1, 2015 between the 

hours of 8:00 o’clock A.M. and 3:30 o’clock P.M. (Prevailing Time), except Saturday, Sunday, and school vacations and at 

such times that the school facilities are closed.  

 

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Board of Registration of the District shall meet at the 

James A. Dever School, on Tuesday, December 1, 2015, between the hours of 5:00 o’clock P.M. and 9:00 o’clock P.M. 

(Prevailing Time) for the purpose of preparing a register of the qualified voters of the District for said Special District 

Meeting, at which time any person shall be entitled to have his/her name placed upon such register provided that at such 

meeting of the Board of Registration, he/she is known, or proven to the satisfaction of the Board of Registration, to be then 

or thereafter entitled to vote at the Special District Meeting for which such register is prepared. 

   

The register shall be filed upon its completion in the office of the District Clerk at James A. Dever School, 585 N. Corona 

Avenue, Valley Stream, New York where it shall be open for inspection by any qualified voter between the hours of 9:00 

o’clock A.M. and 3:00 o’clock P.M. (Prevailing Time) on each of the five days prior to the day set for the vote, except 

Sunday, and between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon on Saturday, December 5, 2015; and at each polling place on 

the day of the vote. 

 



 

September 30, 2015 

  PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that applications for absentee ballots for the Special District 

Meeting may be applied for at the Office of the District Clerk, or downloaded from the website at 

www.valleystream13.com under Board of Education.  If the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, the completed application 

must be received by the District Clerk no later than December 1, 2015.  If the ballot is to be received by the voter at the 

office of the District Clerk, the completed application must be received by the District Clerk no later than December 7, 

2015. 

  A list of all persons to whom absentee ballots shall have been issued will be available in the office of the 

District Clerk during regular business hours on each of the five (5) days prior to the day of the vote, except Saturdays, 

Sundays and holidays. No absentee voter's ballot shall be canvassed unless it shall have been received in the office of the 

District Clerk not later than 5:00 o'clock P.M. (Prevailing Time) on the day of said Special District Meeting. 

  

  NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the District has been divided into four  election districts, and the 

boundaries of the four election districts, as established by the Board of Education by resolution adopted on January 28, 

1959, may be inspected in the office of the District Clerk.  The places of voting and the general boundaries of the election 

districts are: 

Election District One 

 The place of voting will be the Wheeler Avenue School, Wheeler Avenue and Rockaway Parkway, Valley Stream.  

Said District is the area in the vicinity of the Wheeler Avenue School and the southwesterly portion of the District. 

 

Election District Two 

 The place of voting will be the James A. Dever School, 585 N. Corona Avenue, Valley Stream.  Said District is 

the area in the vicinity of the James A. Dever School and the southeasterly portion of the District. 

 

Election District Three 

 The place of voting will be the Howell Road School, Howell Road and Dana Avenue, Valley Stream.  Said 

District is the area in the vicinity of the Howell Road School and the northwesterly portion of the District. 

 

Election District Four 

 The place of voting will be the Willow Road School, Willow Road and Catalpa Drive, Franklin Square.  Said 

District is the area in the vicinity of the Willow Road School and the northeasterly portion of the District. 

  

A person shall be entitled to vote at said Special District Meeting only if such person is a qualified voter. 

 

BY THE ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Dated:  September 30, 2015 

 

PATRICIA BREWINGTON 

District Clerk 

 

 

Section 4.  The vote upon the Bond Proposition to be submitted to the qualified voters shall be by ballot 

on voting machines, and the District Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to have the necessary ballot labels printed for 

the said voting machines, in form corresponding as nearly as may be with the requirements of the Education Law.  

Section 5.  The proceeds of the bonds authorized pursuant to the Bond Proposition set forth in Section 3 

hereof, and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, may be applied to reimburse the District for 

expenditures made for the purpose or purposes for which said bonds are authorized.  The foregoing statement of intent with 

respect to reimbursement is made in conformity with Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2 of the United States Treasury 

Department. 

Section 6.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

*          *          * 

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Board Member William P. Stris and duly put to a vote on roll 

call which resulted as follows: 

 

AYES:  Trustee Stris, Trustee Chiachiere, Trustee DiSibio, Vice-President Farrell, President Pomerantz 

NOES:  NONE 

 

The resolution was declared adopted. 

 

Moved by Trustee Chiachiere, seconded by Trustee Stris and carried unanimously. 

 

President Pomerantz advised that Trustee Douglas is 100% supportive of the bond. 

 

On the Question: President Pomerantz advised the community that the Board visited the buildings and reviewed the 

proposed projects in July and August. Superintendent Evelyn presented the Bond Referendum, and Dr. Groveman 

explained the bond process.  

 

Roger Smith and David Bozuhoski, Architects from BBS explained the specific work to be done building-by-building, as 

well as the tentative timeframe for the work if the Bond Referendum passes. 

 

  



 

September 30, 2015 

Visitors VISITORS 

The following visitors addressed the Board of Education: 

1. D. Miserandin – Capital Reserve 

2. I. West – Air conditioning in classrooms 

3. V. Toma – Use of solar power 

4. C. O’Toole – Bond approval 

5. K. Wilder – How will the public be approached regarding the Bond Referendum 

6. L. Buccellato – Budget contingency  

7. D. Vega Saudo – Willow Road School Playground  

8. M. Canestro – Air quality – AC in Auditorium/Gym 

9. L. Modica   

 

Election for a Member of the Board of Education Vacant Seat ELECTION FOR VACANT  

Be it hereby resolved that at the special district election to be held in the Valley   SEAT BOARD OF ED. 

Stream Union Free School District 13 on Tuesday, December 8, 2015, the following  

proposition shall also be voted upon: to elect a member of the Board of Education to  

fill the vacant seat of occasioned by the resignation of Denise Diodato, pursuant to  

Education Law §2112.  Said term for the newly elected Board member shall commence  

immediately upon the qualification of the person so elected and will expire on June 30, 2018. 

 

Be it further resolved that the District Clerk be directed to publish such notices as are required by law. 

 

Moved by Trustee Farrell, seconded by Trustee Stris and carried unanimously. 

 

Executive Session EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 9:20 p.m. a motion was made for an Executive Session by Trustee Stris for the  

purpose of personnel of a particular person and the position of Assistant Superintendent  

for Business & Human Resources, seconded by Trustee Farrell and carried unanimously.   

The Superintendent was invited to attend. It is anticipated that there will be no action. 

 

Reconvening  RECONVENING 

The meeting was reconvened by President Pomerantz at 10:15 p.m. 

 

Adjournment ADJOURNMENT 

  

At 10:15 p.m. a motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Stris, seconded by 

Trustee Farrell and carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Denise Michels 

 

Denise Michels 

Acting District Clerk 
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