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Dear Dever Parents, 

 

Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year at the James A. Dever Elementary School.  I am certain that you had a 

restful and fulfilling summer, and are as excited about the new school year as I am.  I look forward to an 

exhilarating and enormously productive school year as we pursue success and excellence together. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with some information regarding this year’s school day, 

arrival and dismissal (below and under separate cover), as well as some general policies and procedures that will 

help to ensure our success.  Our school day for all students is from 8:25 AM – 2:50 PM.  In order for us to begin 

our school day promptly at 8:25 AM, children who walk to school should plan to arrive between 8:10 - 8:20 

AM.  We cannot be responsible for children arriving at school prior to 8:10 AM.   

 

As we continually seek to ensure the safety of all of our children, all children whose parents drive them will 

enter the school via the front entrance, and continue to their appointed areas for morning line up.  Students in 

grades K-2 will proceed to the cafeteria and students in grades 3-6 will proceed to the gymnasium.  Supervision 

is provided in all areas and on the way to those areas.  Students arriving by bus will proceed to the same areas, 

as they are dropped off on the blacktop.  If you are driving your child to school, please pull up to the curb and let 

them exit on the passenger side of the car.  This “drop and go” procedure will ensure a smooth and safe arrival.  

If you must leave your car for any reason, please park in a spot in the parking lot. 

 

During dismissal, students being picked up by their parents will exit through the main entrance.  Please keep the 

area immediately outside the front doors clear so that the children and their teachers can safely exit the building.  

No ball-playing is allowed on the front lawn at any time.  In order to avoid any possible accidents and to keep 

our building entrance in good order, please do not allow your children to run around on the front lawn of our 

school once they have been picked up.  All bus children will line up in the rear corridors of the building and be 

escorted to their buses on the blacktop by Dever faculty and the safety patrol.   

 

Please note the change in the lunch hours for Grades K – 6: 

 

    Kindergarten  - 11:30 – 12:20    

    Grades 3 & 4  - 11:50 – 12:40 

    Grades 1 & 2  - 10:45 – 11:35 

    Grades 5 & 6  - 12:40 – 1:30 

                                                   (Please note: Kindergarten children must bring their lunch to school.) 

 

It has come to my attention that students have been using money that their parents give them for lunch to buy 

snacks rather than a complete school lunch.  The students then borrow to purchase their lunch.  It is then a 

surprise to the parents when they receive a letter asking them to pay for lunches that their child has received 

without paying for them.  Please talk with your children about this, and let them know that they should only use 

the money they receive for the intended purpose.  As always, if your child forgets his or her lunch money, they 

will never be denied lunch.  In addition, a safe and orderly lunchroom is an important component of the total 

school environment.  Please reinforce proper lunchroom behaviors with your child, so that they can fully enjoy 

their lunch and recess time. 

 



In order to limit the number of interruptions to classrooms and to provide for continuity of instruction, students 

will not be allowed to leave class to call home to have items that they left home (i.e., homework, instruments, 

lunch, etc.) brought in.  This will also help them to build a sense of responsibility.  The only instances in which 

children will be able to contact their homes are if they forgot their eyeglasses or items of medical necessity.  In 

these instances, the school nurse will contact you.  In the event that your child will be leaving school prior to 

dismissal (i.e., doctor’s appointment, leaving for lunch, etc.), it is imperative that you write a note to your 

child’s teacher, who will then inform the office.  This will allow us to ensure that your child is ready when you 

come to school and to limit further interruptions. 

 

If your child will be absent from school, it is crucial that you contact the nurse’s office prior to school, so as to 

ensure an accounting for all of the students.  The nurse’s direct office phone number is (516) 568-6123.  There is 

an answering machine on, when school is not in session.  Please send a note with your child on the day he/she 

returns to school explaining the nature of the absence.  This is mandated by state law.  Although all children 

should attend school regularly, I cannot stress enough that for the well-being of our entire school community, 

children who are visibly sick should remain at home. 

 

Lastly, as I am sure that you are all aware, schools within the Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen 

are outfitted with video surveillance equipment at the main entrance.  This will allow us to monitor visitors to 

our school prior to entry into the building.  Please be patient and have photo identification available when you 

come to the school.  Additionally, you must leave your photo ID with the courtesy desk attendant, if you wish to 

enter the building.  It will be returned to you upon your departure.  Remember, this is for the safety of our 

school community.  The main entrance doors will be locked immediately upon arrival of the student population 

and will remain locked throughout the day.  The bell is located to your right while standing in front of the doors.  

Additionally, the camera is up and to your right.  All students arriving late to school will need to enter through 

the main entrance and be “buzzed” in by the courtesy desk attendant.  Punctuality is integral to academic 

success, so please make every effort to see that your child arrives on time.  The District has a stringent policy 

regarding attendance and punctuality, which is included in the parent handbook.  Please review this policy 

carefully upon receipt of the handbook. 

 

Please talk to your children about these rules for the upcoming school year.  If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact me at any time.  I greatly appreciate your continued cooperation and support.  Again, I look 

forward to a great school year.   

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

Darren S. Gruen 

Principal 


