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Dear Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen families, 

Every facet of our District’s work is shaped by the phrase “Where Children Come 
First.” The words are especially central in guiding our practice and policies as they 
relate to the safety of our school community. Given these difficult times, I believe 
it is important to continue to update the community on our District’s current and 
future safety measures. Below is a detailed list. 

 ■ By March of this year, all four District schools had new public announcement 
systems installed that greatly enhanced the capacity of our schools to conduct 
safety drills and enact safety protocols. 

 ■ The Smart Schools Investment Plan Project contains three main elements: interior and exterior security cameras, key card 
access at major points of entry, and visitor management kiosks. The District engaged in a rigorous, multiphase selection 
process in order to choose a vendor to carry out this project. This will allow the District to continue to add security ele-
ments in future years while providing the freedom to seek enhancements should the need arise.  Phase I of this project is 
scheduled to begin this May.

 ■ Beginning in late spring—and with NO disruption to our regular school day—a total of 67 security cameras will be in-
stalled across the District. These cameras will monitor entryways, hallways and exteriors of each building. 

 ■ High-traffic entry points will be fitted with key card readers, and new identification badges will be issued to faculty and 
staff to allow access at these locations. This will ensure that entry points remain secure and off-limits to all but prop-
erly credentialed individuals. Visitors will still enter through main entrances, where visitor management kiosks will be 
equipped with license scanners. These scanners will check police databases for sex offender status and alert the desk 
attendant of any cause for concern regarding individuals authorized to pick up students. 

 ■ In the event of an emergency, administration is currently able to initiate a lockdown and alert teachers to secure their 
classrooms as practiced in drills. Complete integration with the Nassau County Police Department will allow automatic 
calls from the District to bypass the regular queue of calls to 911 for a rapid response.

 ■ Nassau County Police Commissioner Ryder’s plan to more actively partner with schools in our county is underway.  All 
four of our schools are visited by the same officer daily and security is being enhanced as a byproduct of this relationship.

Every parent in the Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen School District entrusts us with the safety and security of their children, and 
it is a responsibility that we take very seriously. The safety and well-being of our students will always be our foremost priority. 

Sincerely, 

Constance D. Evelyn, Superintendent of Schools 

A Message from your Superintendent
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Andrea DiMango is no stranger to Valley 
Stream. She’s been a teacher of the gifted 
and talented program at Willow and 
Wheeler elementary schools, a classroom 
teacher at Dever Elementary School and the 
Instructional Coach of Mathematics at the 
District level. Now, she’s halfway through her 
first year as the Director of Technology for 
the Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen, and she is 
drawing on her experiences in the classroom 
as well as relationships with educators to 
reshape the District’s technology programs 
in ways that advance the learning process for 
both students and teachers. 

As a result of this spirit of collaboration, Valley Stream developed a multi-tiered approach to its technology program that organizes 
the scope into three components. 

The first component is community/parent outreach. Programs and devices that improve the direct lines of communication 
between the community and the school fall under this totem. New, more creative uses of social media sites such as Twitter and 
the upcoming launch of a Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen smartphone app are two developing initiatives, but perhaps the most 
exciting part of this component is the District’s new livestream. Recently, Valley Stream launched a program that enables schools 
to livestream—or broadcast via the internet—notable District events such as Board meetings and student concerts. “We recognize 
that people’s schedules are so hectic, and it can sometimes be impossible for parents to make every concert or event,” said Ms. 
DiMango. “By livestreaming and cataloguing important events, we’re able to share the District experience with the community in a 
way that fits into their busy lives.” To see some prior broadcasts on demand, visit the District’s website at valleystream13.com.

The second component is focused on school security 
and safety. Thanks in large part to funds from the Smart 
Schools Bond Act, the District has been able to plan for 
transformative upgrades to its security and safety systems. 
Some of the new features will include ID swipe access cards 
in each building; interior and exterior security cameras; 
and visitor management systems, which will help schools 
manage and catalog the people coming into District 
buildings. These upgrades will heighten the security of our 
buildings. 

The third component in Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen’s 
technology initiative directly impacts technology in the 
classrooms. This particular facet is marked by the District’s 
renewed investment in implementing emerging, available 
tech and powerful new programs into daily curriculum. 
Software and technology currently in use includes ST Math, 
a non-linguistic (no words at all) math program for students 
in kindergarten through sixth grade that nicely complements 
Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen’s Math in Focus curriculum; 

How emerging technology, innovative classroom spaces and  
a new technology director have reshaped the District’s curriculum. 

“Technology shouldn’t be an 
ancillary part of our curriculum. 
It should be integrated into all 
areas, to increase the significance 
of the learning experience for  
each student.”  

~Andrea DiMango

Technology Program at Valley Stream
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Earlier this year, the Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen released its strategic 
plan, titled A Plan 4 Excellence. This 20-page document represents the 
joint efforts of our District and school community. A Plan 4 Excellence 
defines the critical opportunities that we’ve created and will continue 
to nurture to maturity over the next five years. The plan includes our 
vision and mission for the District, as well as definitive action plans 
that detail activities and timelines to achieve our measureable goals for 
Districtwide success. The plan is currently available in printed form at 
all Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen schools; a digital version is available on 
the District’s website by navigating to valleystream.com, selecting the 
“Board of Education” tab, and scrolling down to “Strategic Plan – A Plan 4 
Excellence.”  Be an informed member of our school community—check 
out A Plan 4 Excellence!

LightSail, an independent reading app that serves 
as an online virtual library, complete with writing 
exercises and independent reading; and a Google 
Chromebook initiative that will eventually 
result in every student in the District having 
access to his or her own Google Chromebook 
to revolutionize the learning experience. The 
District is also taking advantage of global 
programs such as Hour of Code, which is aimed 
at teaching younger students how to code, and is 
developing new MakerSpace courses dedicated 
to exploratory, student-driven learning. 

By focusing on these programs and technologies 
and devoting the appropriate amount of time, 
Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen is ensuring that 
students are getting the absolute most of the 
time they are engaged in learning. “When you 
invest in software or devices that are specifically 
developed to be used for a recommended 
amount of time, it is important to honor the 
research behind the product.  Students need to be fully involved with these programs in order to produce measurable gains,” said 
Ms. DiMango. “Initiatives such as our Chromebook plan and the development of MakerSpace locations in each school enable us 
to make tech a regular part of our core subjects in a way that wouldn’t be possible with a once-per-week computer lab session.”  
The Valley Stream District Thirteen Educational Foundation, Inc has donated a 3D printer to each school to assist in the work of 
building a creation space for every child.

It’s not hard to be an adult hearing of these wonderful educational tools and feel a pang of jealousy. Who wouldn’t want the 
opportunity to go back to school nowadays and do a lesson with 3D printers or virtual reality headsets? But education is like 
technology—ever progressing. The technology that is so remarkable and cutting edge today will seem positively quaint years from 
now, when the latest advancements are revolutionizing learning in ways we aren’t currently able to imagine. Valley Stream is fully 
embracing new technology and working to seamlessly and quickly integrate it into all areas to increase the significance of the 
learning experience for each student by providing options in presentation of content, learning process and work product. By doing 
so, the Valley Stream 13 School District is ensuring it will be ready for the innovations of tomorrow, whatever they might be. 

Have you read Valley Stream’s A Plan 4 Excellence? 



Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen
585 North Corona Avenue
Valley Stream, New York 
11580-2099
516-568-6100
www.valleystream13.com

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Valley Stream, NY

Permit No. 309

VALLEY STREAM UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT THIRTEEN BOARD OF EDUCATION
William P. Stris, President  •  Vinny Pandit, Vice President  •  Frank Chiachiere, Ph.D., Trustee  •  Sean Douglas, Ph.D., Trustee

Patricia Farrell, Trustee  •  Toni Pomerantz, Trustee  •  Milagros Vicente, Trustee

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2018-2019 BUDGET VOTE

Voting for the 2018-2019 budget and Board of Education elections will take place on May 15, 2018, at your local 
neighborhood elementary school (this is usually the school your child or your neighbor’s child attended).  If you are 
uncertain about where you should be voting, you can visit  https://nb.findmypollplace.com/valleystream13. If you are not 
sure whether you are registered to vote, please visit https://nb.findmypollplace.com/valleystream13/AmIRegistered. In 
both instances, you can also call the Valley Stream UFSD 13 District Clerk at 516-568-6117.

Work resulting from our 2015 Bond Referendum 
continues to progress on time and on budget. The most 
recent Districtwide projects include:

■  updated water fountains in hallways

■  bottle-filling water fountains in lunchrooms that 
keep track of how many plastic water bottles have 
been saved (Wheeler will get its new bottle-filling 
water fountain with the construction of their  
new cafeteria)

■  new classroom doors with inside-locking security 
door handles

■  new exterior entryway security doors at several of 
the schools

■  new windows at Dever, Howell and Willow  
(Wheeler windows were previously replaced)

■  new PA systems that allow two-way communication 
with classrooms

Additionally, installation of new flooring and ceiling 
tiles has been completed at Willow, funded through 
the District’s insurance coverage following damage 
sustained at the school during non-school hours. 
For more photos, see the District’s website and 
the upcoming Valley Stream Union Free School 
District Thirteen budget newsletter, due in 
homes late April. 

BOND WORK UPDATE 

Newly installed PA system

Newly installed classroom doors


