/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

We are celebrating American Education Week in our schools and look forward to seeing family
visitors throughout the week. This is a time to recognize and celebrate public education and the
important work our faculty and staff accomplishes every day in support of students. The
Nassau Music Educators Association PEAK Festival took place this past Saturday and some of
our fourth-grade students and parents participated in this interactive music learning experience.
| enjoyed watching the concert through livestream as students performed vocals, drum rhythms,
and ukulele. Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen has a robust and comprehensive elementary music
program that is second to none. These special events are available thanks to the dedication of
music teachers from across Nassau County. With appreciation to Mrs. Land, Ms. Randazzo,
Mr. Arndt, Mrs. Yencharis, and Mrs. Agosta for making it a musical day to remember!

ParentSquare continues to be a valuable tool for our district, including the new capability to
schedule appointments for parent-teacher conferences through the app. Please reach out to
your child’s teacher if you have not scheduled your appointment at this time. Conferences will
take place on Wednesday, December 7" and Thursday, December 8". Students will have a
half-day on both days. Report cards will be distributed to families prior to conferences on
Friday, December 2",

Tomorrow night the regular monthly business meeting of the Board of Education will take place
at 8:00 pm at the James A. Dever School. There will be a presentation by Ms. MclIntosh,
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, on the district’s Early Literacy
Initiatives. If you can’t make it to the meeting in person, you can watch through the Live Stream
link on the district website, or view the recording the next day in the Video On Demand Library.

This week we will celebrate Thanksgiving, and | am grateful to be here with you together as part
of the Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen Family. | would like to extend a warm wish to all as you
enjoy this special time with friends and family. Schools will be closed on Thursday, November
24" and Friday, November 25" and will reopen on Monday, November 28™.

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS713UFSD and Facebook or
visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not
hesitate to connect with me.
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