/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

Last week our schools celebrated Red Ribbon Week/Spirit Week. The theme this year was
Celebrate Life, Live Drug Free, and was created by 7" graders in Wayland, New York.
Students across the district participated in drug prevention activities and wore red to kickoff the
week. Last Friday | enjoyed spending time with Dever and Howell students at Trunk or Treat
events hosted by our PTA partners. It was wonderful to see families spending time together and
having fun. Don't forget to turn clocks back this Sunday, November 6.

One of my favorite times of year is when our Student Council is supporting school elections. |
am proud of the courage and commitment to public service we see from students who run for
school office. Their creative campaigns slogans and posters always bring a smile to my face.
Best of luck to those who are running this year! Election day is Tuesday, November 8™ and
schools are closed for students.

While visiting at Howell Road recently | couldn’t help but stop in to talk to Mrs. Martorana, the art
teacher about the latest project she was teaching. Students were using construction paper to
create eye-catching Quilling projects. Learning at Valley Stream Thirteen takes on many forms
and I'm often reminded how creative our students and teachers are when | see their projects
displayed in the halls. Students learn general art concepts, art techniques, and different artist
styles throughout our art program. This is just one example of how we value the whole child in
our district.

Kindergarten registration is coming soon. Children who will be 5 years of age by December 1,
2023 should begin kindergarten in September 2023. Families can register from November 14
to November 16" at the Valley Stream Central HS District Office located at 1 Kent Road.
Registration hours are from 9:00 to 12:00 for all VS13 schools and no appointment is
necessary. More information on registration can be found here:
https://valleystream13.com/district/student-reqgistration/

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS713UFSD and Facebook or
visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not
hesitate to connect with me.

November 4, 2022
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Pyt on your shades.




