/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

As October progresses, we continue to ensure that everyone is learning and feels that they
belong in our school community. Students at Willow explored the Tarantella folk dance and
music in celebration of Italian American Heritage Month. Wheeler Avenue was sporting orange
on Wednesday for Unity Day to show support for bullying prevention. On Monday we will be
learning about Diwali as members of our community celebrate the Festival of Lights. Students
at Dever have been getting into our Innovation Labs to learn to code. And | was lucky to spend
some time today with the Elmont Fire Department and students at Howell as they learned the
importance of fire prevention and safety. So much is happening in our schools!

October 17 — 21, 2022 is School Board Recognition Week. School board trustees are
volunteers who dedicate their time to improving public education. Please join me in thanking
Board President Jennifer Oliveri, Vice President Gerardo Cavaliere, Trustee Anthony Bonelli,
Trustee Vincent Caposio, Trustee Frank Chiachiere, Trustee Patricia Farrell, and Trustee
Milagros Vicente for their service. The next meeting of the Board of Education is Tuesday,
October 25, 2022, at 8:00 pm at the James A. Dever school.

Our ParentSquare app is up and running and we have fully transitioned to this new and
improved communication tool. We encourage you to download the new ParentSquare app if you
haven’t done so already. If you have any problem with your contact information you can reach
out to the main office of your child’s school for assistance.

The new grade level family guides to instruction can be found here. Be sure to review for each
of your children. Click on the Resources for Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment section and
the link for each grade level.

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS713UFSD and Facebook or
visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not
hesitate to connect with me.
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