
 
 

 
 

A Note from Dr. LaRocca 

 
The 2022-2023 school year is in full swing, and we are excited to be learning together once 
again.  So much has happened in just a few short weeks.  Teachers and students created Class 
Charters as part of our RULER program.  Our Innovation Labs have students experiencing 
hands-on STEM learning.  We now have over 100 prekindergarten students attending the 
district program at the Howell Road school.  We’ve celebrated International Dot Day, 
experienced Spirit Week, and honored the victims and heroes of 9/11.  We are excited to be 
learning and celebrating Hispanic Heritage in our schools this month.    
 
Facilities improvements continue to be a focus across the district, with renovations at the James 
A. Dever school progressing. The new instrumental and general music rooms are now complete 
and operational.  These modern spaces are a welcome addition to the school.  Howell Road has 
been improved with new flooring, and there will be ongoing improvements to exterior doors and 
play areas at our schools throughout the year.   
 
We are very fortunate to be partnering with Adelphi University on a mutually beneficial project 
this fall.  Select second grade students will receive online literacy tutoring with graduate 
students under the supervision of their professor along with our district literacy coach, Cindy 
Gervasi.  This innovative partnership is helping to build the next generation of teachers while 
providing a valuable service to our students.   
 
In the next week parents will be receiving new family guides to instruction.  These grade level 
guides will provide a wealth of information on the subjects and topics that your child will be 
learning throughout the year.  We hope this will help offer a greater understanding of grade level 
expectations as we work together to support your child.   
 
Our PTAs have begun hosting special events for families, be sure to keep an eye out and attend 
if you can.  Consider joining your school’s PTA this year if you haven’t done so already.  You 
can also join the Interschool PTA and the SEPTA.  The Valley Stream Educational Foundation 
also hosts several events each year.  More information can be found in the district calendar or 
on our website.    
 
Fall weather has arrived and pumpkins are popping up everywhere.  The autumn season is 
upon us, and we are looking forward to everything that comes with it!  
 
For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS13UFSD and Facebook or 
visit www.valleystream13.com.    
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