
 
 
 
The holiday season is fully upon us, and we are all anticipating the special times we will experience 
with family and friends during the recess period. One of the most important things we all have to give of 
ourselves is the gift of time.  So that we all can take advantage of this precious gift, the district will 
celebrate Family Week again this year.  Students will have no homework for the entire week so families 
will have more time to spend with each other.  I know the kids think this is a gift for them, but the adults 
know who it's really for...let’s enjoy a stress-free week together!   
 
Here are my top five recommendations for celebrating Family Week: 
 

1. Game Night – what’s better than snacks and a game together? 
2. Movie Night – put on your PJs, grab some popcorn, and enjoy a classic show or movie. 
3. Spend one on one time with your child or each of your children – even ten minutes will do.  
4. Interview family members and take pictures or record a video – memories will last forever. 
5. Do something you all enjoy – take a walk, cook or bake, complete a puzzle, or get crafty. 

 
Our winter concerts were an amazing success last week. This was the first time since 2019 that 
students were able to perform in a winter concert.  Despite the challenges that our young musicians 
have faced these past several years, each performing group was spectacular.  If you were unable to 
attend or you would like to share the concerts with friends and family members, you can watch the 
performances in our video library here.   
 
For many, the upcoming new year is a time to reflect on what was achieved last year and what is in 
store for the future.  As I come to the end of my first year as Superintendent of Schools, I am reflecting 
on all the important learning that I’ve done.  I find that new challenges are highly rewarding and keep us 
growing and moving forward.  The best part of the year for me has been interacting with and getting to 
know more of our students and families.  Our district is a special place because of the fantastic people 
in our school community.  
 

Wishing you ALL...staff, students, 
families, and the community...the 

best during the holiday season and 
into the new year.  

 
 

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS13UFSD and Facebook or visit 
www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to connect 
with me.     
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