
 
 
 
December has arrived along with a shift to shorter days and colder temperatures.  Did you know 
that the shortest day of the year, in terms of daylight, is the winter solstice on December 21st, 
however the earliest sunset of the year will take place this week on December 7th!  Report cards 
for the first trimester went home this past Friday, and Parent/Teacher Conferences are 
scheduled for this Wednesday and Thursday.   
 
Over the past few months, I’ve been listening as our students practice and learn new pieces for 
Winter Concert performances.  I’d like to thank our families for bringing students in early for 
practice each week and encouraging practicing at home.  These concerts are the culmination of 
a great deal of hard work on the part of students and our vocal and instrumental music teachers.  
For the full listing of concerts please refer to the district calendar.  Our night concerts are 
scheduled as follows:  
 
Willow Winter Concert – Monday, December 12th at 7:00 pm 
Dever Winter Concert – Friday, December 16th at 6:30 pm  
Howell Winter Concert – Friday, December 16th at 6:30 pm 
Wheeler Winter Concert – Friday, December 16th at 7:00 pm 
 
With winter approaching we are experiencing a rise in respiratory illness in our community.  Our 
schools continue to use a layered prevention approach to mitigating the spread of illness at 
school.  This includes improved ventilation through air filtration units along with fresh air 
exchange through our unit ventilators in all classrooms.  Custodial staff utilize cleaning and 
disinfecting protocols daily.  We can help each other by hand washing often with soap and hot 
water for at least 20 seconds, sneezing or coughing into elbows, and staying home when sick or 
symptomatic.  These commonsense precautions will help us all prevent the spread of 
respiratory viruses, protect our young children, older individuals, and those with underlying 
health conditions, and keep our students in school to learn and grow.        
 
This month’s Board of Education meeting will take place on Tuesday, December 20, 2022 at 
8:00 pm at James A. Dever.  Dr. Dunn, Executive Director of Special Services, will be providing 
a report on Mental Health and Well-Being initiatives in our district.  I hope you will join us in-
person or virtually.   
 
For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS13UFSD and Facebook or 
visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not 
hesitate to connect with me.     
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