
 
 
 
February may be the shortest month, but it is jam packed with special happenings in our district.  
Students and staff at Willow Road recently celebrated Kindness Week with activities that honor and 
affirm the uniqueness of every individual.  Today we begin the lead up to P.S. I Love You Day on 
Friday. Everyone is encouraged to wear purple to foster kindness and a welcoming environment, to 
learn more about the importance of mental health, and to decrease bullying.  Valentine’s Day is around 
the corner, and we’ll all be home for President’s Day beginning the week of February 20th.  Families are 
sure to find students engaging in learning for Black History Month which began last week.  These 
special days and months are an excellent way for families to engage with their children on topics that 
don’t require you to be smarter than a fifth grader!  This month, instead of ‘How was school today?’, try 
one of these starters to talk to your child: 
 

1. What questions did you ask at school today? 
2. What was the best thing that happened today? 
3. Who did you play with today? 
4. Tell me something you know today that you didn’t know yesterday.   
5. What are you excited to do in school tomorrow? 

 
Our district’s full-day prekindergarten program is located at Howell Road School and is currently serving 
126 students.  We anticipate having at least the same number of openings for the 2023-2024 school 
year.  The application for the prekindergarten lottery is now open and can be accessed here.  When 
considering if the program is right for your family, please keep in mind that before and after-care is 
available through our partner Right at School, however no transportation is provided for the program.  If 
you have any questions about the program, please contact the district’s prekindergarten coordinator, 
Ms. Cindy Gervasi, by email at cgervasi@valleystream13.com.   
 
Budget Development for 2023-2024 is well underway and the Governor recently released her final 
State budget this past Wednesday.  All school districts will receive full funding of Foundation Aid for the 
third and final year.  This will help offset the high costs that we all are experiencing in the current 
economy.  The district website will have new information related to the budget soon, and our full Budget 
Presentation will take place on March 21, 2023, at the Board of Education meeting.  You can view the 
gallery of photos describing how your tax dollars have been at work in the district here.   
 
For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS13UFSD and Facebook or visit 
www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to connect 
with me.     
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