
 
 
 
March isn’t over, but it looks like we are going to escape any real snow event this year.  While great 
news to some, it is certainly a disappointment to many children who wished for a snow day!  With the 
first day of spring today and winter behind us, flowers are blooming as we look forward to the longer 
days ahead.  Read Across America Week was a great success in all four schools the first week of 
March, with special author events and celebrations of reading.  Wheeler Avenue dedicated their events 
this year in remembrance of former librarian Theresa Bolz.  We noticed some sneaky leprechauns in 
prekindergarten at Howell this past Friday and March Madness has taken hold at Willow with steep 
competition to name the best book ever.  Dever students recently showcased their performing skills at 
Dever’s Got Talent, and our math teachers didn’t miss a beat celebrating 𝜋𝜋 Pi Day on 3/14.  These 
special events help make our schools best places to work and learn. 
 
Last week we notified over 130 families that they may begin to register for the 2023-2024 district 
prekindergarten program at Howell Road School.  We now have enough prekindergarten spots to 
accommodate all who applied so all families automatically won the prekindergarten lottery!  This is 
welcome news for our community.  Once all the current applicants are fully registered, we will open any 
remaining places on a first come first serve basis until all spots are filled.  We will post more information 
on the district website when this happens. If you have any questions about the program, please contact 
the district’s prekindergarten coordinator, Ms. Cindy Gervasi, by email at 
cgervasi@valleystream13.com.   
 
Mr. Antoine, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Human Resources and I will be presenting the 
2023-2024 proposed budget on Tuesday, March 21, 2023, at the Board of Education meeting at 8:00 
pm.  We will be sharing detailed information on the proposed tax levy, district programs, and new items 
that are included.  We have recently updated the gallery of photos describing how your tax dollars have 
been at work in the district here.  The meeting will be held in person at the James A. Dever school or 
you can view the livestream from the district website.  Please join us for this important meeting.   
 
Are you looking for flexible employment?  Our district is currently hiring per diem substitute teachers, 
classroom aides, noon-hour aides, and substitute cleaners.  We will also be starting the annual hiring 
process for professional staff and anticipate 2023-2024 openings for childhood education, special 
education, physical education, and gifted and talented education.  Anyone interested can visit 
olasjobs.org for more information or to apply.  
 
For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS13UFSD and Facebook or visit 
www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to connect 
with me.     
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