
 
 
 
Mr. Antoine, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Human Resources, and I presented the 
proposed budget for the 2023-2024 school year at the Board of Education meeting on March 21, 2023.  
The Board of Education has now adopted the proposed budget. The proposed budget reflects the funds 
needed to support the many high-quality academic and extracurricular programs offered to students 
and funds needed to further enhance safety and security for staff and students. You can watch the 
presentation through the March Business Meeting video link on the livestream channel. There will be 
another opportunity to hear the presentation and ask questions at the Budget Hearing on Wednesday, 
May 3, 2023 at 7:30 pm. The community will have the opportunity to vote on the proposed budget on 
Tuesday, May 16, 2023 from 6:00 am – 9:00 pm at all four schools.  

Tonight, is the start of our Spring Concert season.  Please visit the district website for dates and times 
or to watch recordings of the concerts on our livestream link.  Schools will be closed from Wednesday, 
April 6th through Friday, April 14th for Spring Recess and will reopen on Monday, April 17th.  

I know we are all saddened by the ongoing tragedies occurring in our schools across the nation.  While 
it may not feel like it from watching the news, our schools are safe places.  Everyone at Valley Stream 
Thirteen is committed to having the most safe and secure environments for staff and students.  Last 
year I provided the community with an update on security at the June Board of Education meeting.  I 
am attaching an updated version and you can find the District Safety Plan here.  Each building has a 
Safety Plan that is confidential.  Families are partners in our efforts, and it is important that you review 
the Emergency Response page of the presentation so that everyone understands our emergency 
protocols.   

Commissioner Ryder from the Nassau County Police Department has been in communication with 
school leaders and encourages anyone with information about a person in crisis to report it via 911 or 
through the tip line at 1-800-244-TIPS (8477).  I am a member of the Nassau County Superintendent’s 
Safety Committee and meet regularly with Lt. Connolly, the Commanding Officer of NCPD Homeland 
Security, and Officer O’Neill who is the Homeland Security officer assigned to our district.  We have a 
strong partnership with the NCPD and work closely with our POP Officers in each building.  

If you have any questions about security in your child’s school, please contact the building principal.  If 
your child is experiencing any concerns resulting from recent events you can contact the main office or 
speak with your child’s teacher.  Support is available at school through our mental health team of social 
workers and psychologists.  

We are the Valley Stream Thirteen Family.  We are here for each other, and we continue to work 
together as a community to learn, grow, and get better every day.   

 
For the most up-to-date district information follow us on Twitter @VS13UFSD and Facebook or visit 
www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to connect 
with me.     
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