/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

District Leadership Updates

Our district has experienced several leadership shifts during the past few years. Most recently in
October 2023, Mrs. Gervasi moved from the ELA instructional coach position to become the Willow
Principal. This successful transition left a gap in responsibilities for supporting district literacy and the
prekindergarten program where she was the coordinator. With the expansion of the prekindergarten
program, it made sense to turn this leadership change into an opportunity to improve service to the
community. To that end, the ELA instructional coach position and the prekindergarten coordination was
combined into a Coordinator of Early Learning and Literacy position. | am happy to announce that Ms.
Cristel Champlin will begin in this position on Monday, January 29%. She is a former elementary school
reading teacher and instructional coach, and most recently has been a Dean in the Patchogue-Medford
School District. We welcome Ms. Champlin and know that you will find her to be an excellent addition to
the Valley Stream Thirteen family. She can be reached at cchamplin@valleystream13.com and her office
will be located at the Howell Road School.

The Board of Education and | are working to implement the important work of securing a new Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction. The anticipated timeline for this process is:

Posting through February 9t

Resume review and screening interviews through February
First Committee Interview — week of February 26

Second Committee Interview — week of March 1*

Board of Education Interviews — March 19t

Appointment at the March 26" Board of Education meeting
Anticipated start date between April 2" and May 1°

Any parent who wishes to participate in the process as a member of the first-round advisory interview
committee should provide their intent to their building PTA leadership no later than February 2". PTA
leadership will forward selected names to my office for consideration. You must be available during the
day the week of February 26™.

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on X (formerly twitter) @VS13UFSD and Facebook
or visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to
connect with me.
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