
 
 

Gun Safety for Children 
 

Our children’s safety is our number one priority. Last week we had an incident where a student brought 
an inoperable pistol to school to show friends.  Thankfully, there was no threat from the student at any 
time and staff acted quickly to secure the pistol. It is important that we take this opportunity to consider 
what we may learn from this event. Today it can be increasingly difficult to distinguish between a toy or 
a real gun.  Children may not realize that in real life guns can hurt people, so it is important to 
differentiate screen violence from what happens in real life.   
 
Here are some tips for talking to your child from the Journal of the American Medical Association: 
 

• Make gun safety a part of your normal safety conversation, starting at an early age. 
• Ask your child what they already know about guns and what questions they have. 
• If your child finds a gun, they should stop, should not touch, and should tell a grown-up. 
• Tell your child not to touch a gun, even if it looks like a toy. 

 
You may also want to review the SMART framework with your family: 
 
S – Secure – Secure all guns in your home. 
M – Model – Model responsible behavior around guns. 
A – Ask – Ask about unsecured guns in other homes.  
R – Recognize – Recognize the role of guns in suicide. 
T – Tell – Tell your peers to Be SMART.  
 
For more information visit: 
Gun Safety for Children  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/2775412 
Be SMART for Kids 
https://besmartforkids.org/ 
 
I encourage families to talk to your pediatrician for advice on how to discuss this topic with your child. 
Speaking with your child may be the difference in preventing a tragedy for your family or someone 
else’s. Together we can keep our children and our community safe.  Should you have any concerns or 
need support, our principals, psychologists, and social workers are a great resource. Please reach out 
to the main office for more information or assistance.    
 
For the most up-to-date district information follow us on X @VS13UFSD and Facebook or visit 
www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to connect 
with me.     
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