/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

As we reach the end of another academic year, | want to take this opportunity to express my
deepest gratitude for your unwavering support and partnership. Your involvement and
dedication have been invaluable to our students' success and the overall strength of our school
community. Our students have excelled academically, demonstrated creativity and innovation,
and shown resilience and determination in the face of challenges. These accomplishments
would not have been possible without the collaboration between our talented teachers,
dedicated staff, and supportive families.

Looking ahead, we are excited about the opportunities and improvements planned for the
upcoming year. We are committed to continuing our work to provide a nurturing, inclusive, and
stimulating environment where every student can thrive. On July 15t we will be welcoming Dr.
Radice, our new Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction. Over the summer we
will be reviewing our Science Curriculum for implementation in September. Next year, the
technology department will be introducing new ideas related to using artificial intelligence for
creativity. Dr. Dunn, Executive Director of Special Services, will be working with the new District
Mental Health team and we look forward to continuing to make Valley Stream Thirteen a place
of belonging. Mr. Napolitano, Director of Security, will be working with us full-time beginning this
summer. He will be overseeing the security enhancements outlined in the voter approved 700K
proposition. We are also looking forward to welcoming our newest prekindergarten students
with an expansion of the program that includes a spot for everyone in nine classes!

As a reminder, the last day of school is Wednesday, June 26" and students will report for one
hour. Students will have a half-day tomorrow. Please take note of dismissal times for your child
that have been provided by your building principal. The school’s main offices will be open until
Monday, July 15" and will reopen on Friday, August 16™. The district offices will be open
continuously. Business hours for all offices will be 8:00 am to 2:30 pm from June 27" through
August 30",

We look forward to seeing some of you for our summer academic, enrichment, and recreation
programs. On behalf of the Board of Education and all the VS13 staff, we wish you and your
family a season filled with joy, relaxation, and memorable moments. We look forward to
welcoming you back next year, refreshed and ready for another year of learning and growth.

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on X @VS13UFSD and Facebook or visit
www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to
connect with me.
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