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Back to School Update

We’ve had a happy and exciting opening day and week here in our schools. I've been visiting the
buildings all week and have seen many smiling faces. Today | spoke with a few students and asked them
what the best part of the week was. My favorite answer was “Meeting my teacher for the first time.”
The beginning of the year is a time for a fresh start, and | wish all the best for our students and families
this school year. For 2024-2025 we are committed to Growing Together as a school community. We
want all students to feel connected to themselves and peers, engaged in their learning, and ready to
take on new challenges.

2024-2025

We strive to offer a high level of service to our families and to provide you with information you need to
resolve any problems that may arise. Our district website, www.valleystream13.com, is an excellent
resource. Should you need support, please use the Guide to Communication, to understand how to best
contact us.

Unfortunately, we have already experienced the tragic loss of life at another school in our country this
week. It isimportant to remind our students that schools are safe places. This week your child may have
already had a fire or bus drill. Our principals ensure that staff and students are prepared for
emergencies. This year, we have a full-time Director of Security, Mr. Joseph Napolitano. You may have
also noticed that we have new school safety officers in each building. Last year, the community
authorized the district to spend up to $700K for additional security enhancements. There are many
projects taking place that add to our layered prevention strategies to make our schools as safe as
possible. Mr. Napolitano will be providing families with updates regarding security this year and our
District Safety Plan is available for review on our website.

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on X (formerly twitter) @VS13UFSD and Facebook
or visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to
connect with me.
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