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Fall Variety

While the fall season officially arrived on September 22", recent temperatures have certainly made it
feel like fall for real! Along with the changing of the leaves, we’ve been making updates in the district. |
am pleased to announce that we are upgrading our visitor management system to the Raptor application
in all our schools. Part of keeping students and staff safe is knowing who is in our buildings at all times.
The Raptor system will better allow us to screen visitors, contractors, and volunteers in our schools and
provide us with a safer environment for our students and staff.

Much like our previous system, upon entering a district building, visitors will be asked to present an ID
such as a driver’s license, which can either be scanned or manually entered into the system. If a parent
or guardian for any reason does not have a US government-issued ID, the school staff member can use
any form of identification and manually enter the person’s name into the Raptor system. The Raptor
system will check to ensure that registered sexual offenders are not entering our school campuses. Once
entry is approved, Raptor will issue a badge that identifies the visitor, the date, and the purpose of the
visit. A visitor’s badge will not be necessary for those who visit our schools simply to drop off an item in
the office or pick up paperwork. Those visitors will remain in the security vestibule for assistance.

| want to recognize and thank the members of our school board as we celebrate School Board
Recognition Week. School boards raise student achievement by:

e Developing a shared vision and goals for the district

e Ensuring strategies, resources, policies and programs align with district goals
e Assessing and providing accountability for student achievement

e Supporting a healthy school district culture in which to work and learn

e Evaluating the superintendent to ensure continuous improvement

e And much more!

The members serving our district are as follows:

Anthony Grosso, Board President Gerardo Cavaliere, Vice President
Patricia Farrell, Trustee Sarah Sabatino, Trustee
Andrew Sgro, Trustee Milagros Vicente, Trustee

Please join us at the regular business meeting of the Board of Education on Tuesday, October 29*" at 8:00
pm at the James A. Dever school where we will formally recognize our school board.

Last week | attended the Wheeler Multicultural Night to celebrate the tremendous variety of cultures in
our district. There were many wonderful foods to sample, including traditional cheese stuffed pastries
from Palestine, chickpea dumplings in yogurt from Pakistan, and African American food classics of mac
and cheese and collards. | loved exploring our family’s cultures through seeing beautiful Henna designs,
speaking about the mountains on the equator in Ecuador with my friend Tyler, and learning where some
of our teachers call home such as Jamaica, the Dominican Republic and more.


https://valleystream13.com/board-of-education/about-the-board-of-education/

Fall is a great time to acknowledge our Parent Teacher Associations. Many of the special events that take
place in our schools are supported by the school PTAs. We also have a Valley Stream SEPTA, or Special
Education PTA. To learn more about how you can become part of these organizations, visit nyspta.org,
or click HERE for membership. You will find information about the Valley Stream Council of PTAs,
Interschool PTA, and the Valley Stream Educational Foundation on the district's website by scrolling
down to Useful Links.

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on X (formerly twitter) @VS13UFSD and Facebook
or visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to
connect with me. Should you need support, please use the Guide to Communication, to understand how
to best contact us.
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