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Security Update

Nassau County school districts have received an unprecedented number of swatting or hoax threats
since the start of the school year. Unfortunately, this is becoming all too common. It is a disruption to
learning, but also creates fear within our community. | believe it is important for us continue to remind
ourselves and our children that our schools are safe places.

On Monday, Willow Road was the subject of such an incident. The call that came directly to the main
office was found to be a hoax. At no time was there ever any person or threat to Willow Road. Out of
precaution the other schools were put in a LOCKOUT during the investigation at Willow.

Valley Stream families are VIPs - very important PARTNERS - when it comes to safety and security. When
our families follow our protocols, it makes us safer. One of the most important responses families can do
when there is an emergency at school is to stay home. If every family came up to the school during an
emergency, it would prevent the Nassau County police and emergency services from reaching the
emergency site. Our schools are in communities such that if everyone came to school at the same time,
we would have complete gridlock on our streets. Each one of you can personally ensure that our first
responders can get to our buildings as quickly as possible by staying home. | want to thank our families
for following that specific protocol on Monday, especially at Willow Road where the school was in
LOCKDOWN. Despite the emotions in the moment, everyone stayed calm and let the administration,
staff, and responders act exactly as we practice for. Thank you Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen Families!

Each year we send home a summary document (attached) that explains the naming of the safety
protocols that will be implemented in emergency situations. It is important that every family member
review this document so that you understand the terms in communications that will be sent in an
emergency. Be sure to keep your contact information updated. If you need to change your phone or
email contact information, please call the main office.

Our district safety plan can be found on the district website here. School safety plans are confidential
documents for safety reasons. Please reach out to the building principal if you have any questions.

For the most up-to-date district information follow us on X (formerly twitter) @VS13UFSD and Facebook
or visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to
connect with me. Should you need support, please use the Guide to Communication, to understand how
to best contact us.
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