
 
 

As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving with family and friends, I am 
reflec�ng on what I am grateful for.  Moments of gra�tude help us keep a 
posi�ve perspec�ve as we move through our lives.  I am grateful that I 
can be of service to the Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen community as your 
Superintendent of Schools.  I take this responsibility to heart and 
recognize how important our work is to families.  Thank you for trus�ng 
us with your children every day.   
The Administra�on and the Board of Educa�on are commited to 
improving our schools.  A colleague of mine uses a statement that 
resonates with our team, “You don’t have to be bad to get beter”.  In that light, our new Strategic Plan 
Ini�a�ve is off to an amazing start.  I am grateful that our community took �me to engage with our 
planning survey.  We have received 596 responses, 370 of them from families, with a wealth of feedback.  
I am grateful that our most posi�ve ra�ng, with 92% of respondents agreeing or strongly agreeing, was 
“Students enjoy going to school in Valley Stream 13”.  We will be working through the data and moving 
forward with Focus Groups soon.   

This week we celebrated American Educa�on Week in our schools.  Thank you to all the parents and 
special guests who were able to visit our classrooms.  This Thanksgiving, I am reminded of how fortunate 
we are to have such a dedicated and talented team of staff members. Your efforts do not go unno�ced, 
and I am incredibly grateful for the posi�ve impact you make in the lives of students every day. 

Below are reminders about upcoming events: 

• Schools are closed for Thanksgiving this Thursday and Friday.   
• Winter Concerts begin the week of December 9th.  
• We will celebrate our annual VS13 Family Week beginning on Monday, December 16th with a 

week of no homework.  
• The Holiday Recess is from Monday, December 23rd through Wednesday, January 1st.  Schools 

will reopen on Thursday, January 2nd.   

 
Wishing you and your families a joyous 

and restful Thanksgiving. 
 

Dr. LaRocca 
 

For the most up-to-date district informa�on visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is 
jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to connect with me.     
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