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District Mission 
The Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen offers our life-long learners a robust curriculum through 
the partnership of home, school, and community. We expose our children to important literature and ideas, to 
master fundamental skills, and develop problem-solving and critical thinking skills.  We promote social 
responsibility encouraging students and staff to set high personal goals. 
 
District Vision 
Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen will treat each and every child as a scholar to be prepared to 
meet the challenges of their future. 
 
District Beliefs 
We believe that: 

• All Children can learn at the highest levels; 
• Teaching and learning should be differentiated and child-centered; 
• Social and emotional learning is critical to the learning process; 
• We should have challenging learning experiences for all educations and children; 
• Children learn best by constructing a new understanding of their relationships to the world around them 

(i.e., constructivist approach) 
• Children should become lifelong learners and well prepared for post-secondary life experiences 

 
High Quality Curriculum and Instruction 

Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen will develop and implement a high-quality curriculum, 
instruction, and balanced assessment model for all students.  All staff will implement evidenced based practices 
including high yield instructional strategies that increase higher order thinking, collaboration and creativity, and 
student engagement. 

2025 Update: The curriculum provides a framework to foster foundational academic and social skills to prepare 
students for continuous learning and secondary pathways.  Instructional practices are evidence-based and 
responsive to students’ needs.  A variety of informal and formal assessments are used to measure students’ 
growth and development; assessments are tools that help teachers and administrators design instructional 
programs for students with intention.  Curriculum and instruction should inspire high levels of student 
engagement through critical thinking, choice, personal connections to learning, collaboration, creativity, and 
reflection. 

Goal 1:  Student Engagement 

Provide programs and learning experiences for students to maximize and actualize their potential.  Curriculum is 
aligned to New York State standards, and assessments guide the development of responsive instruction.  
Learning experiences are designed to capture high levels of engagement, connect to student interests, and build 
readiness for secondary pathways.  Students develop academic skills and habits to aid them in continuous 
learning as well as emotional awareness to guide their social experiences.   
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Leadership and Innovation 

All members of the Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen community are valued and seen as 
contributors to the goals of the district. Allocation of resources will support job-embedded professional 
development dedicated to promoting creative problem-solving.  We will seek district-wide expertise and insights 
to realize measurable achievement gains for educators and students. 

2025 Update:   Educators are leaders in designing experiences that spark students’ curiosity, encourage 
discovery, and guide students in developing as leaders of their own learning.  Students and staff have access to 
an array of digital resources that encourage creative thinking, student choice, innovation, design, and problem 
solving.  Technology is a tool that all school community members are continuously learning about and exploring 
so that school experiences are reflective of authentic digital literacies. 

Goal 2: Future Readiness 

Provide staff with professional development that enables them to offer innovative classroom learning 
experiences where students think and design critically and creatively.  Staff will implement their professional 
learning to design enriching experiences for students.  Students will develop problem-solving skills and learn to 
become global citizens.   

Systems Thinking 

The Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen will continually create benchmarks for success that align 
targeted resources to evaluate and enrich the quality of our instructional operational goals. Every student and 
educator will meet and exceed local and national measures of achievement. 

2025 Update:  Progress monitoring ensures that all students receive support in personalized areas.  School 
community members collaborate to review curriculum, programs, and approaches to teaching and learning to 
maintain relevance and a system of growth and progress.  
 
Goal 3:  Community 

Maintain proactive communication with the community to share information regarding district initiatives, school 
events, and achievements through print and electronic means.  Celebrate and build cultural competence 
through collaboration with stakeholders.  Engage school community members in school culture and 
connectedness. 

Goal 4:  Safe Schools 

Prioritize the improvement of the safety and security of our schools through implementation of projects funded 
by the voter approved $700K capital reserve expenditure.   

Goal 5:  Budget 

Assess the district’s financial health through the budget process to include enrollment considerations, class size, 
replenishment of reserves, and possible impacts of changes to the NYS Foundation Aid formula, to maintain 
high-quality programming that the Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen community expects.   

Goal 6:  Facilities 

Prepare short- and long-range facilities improvement plans, based on recommendations of the district architect, 
administration, and the Board of Education.  Include community input, considerations of the broader economic 
health of the district and community, and a cost-benefit analysis.     
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