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/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

Share Some Kindness, Bring Some Light

Our first district-wide literacy event was a great success. It was truly heartwarming to see so many
families take part in our read aloud and craft based on the book Share Some Kindness, Bring Some Light
by Apryl Stott. Thank you to everyone who visited our schools and to everyone who made the day
special, including Dr. Radice, the Principals, and guest readers. Reading helps us all in countless ways,
and we encourage you to share kindness and light now and throughout the year.

We recently launched a new group in ParentSquare, What’s Happening in VS13?, for the purpose of
sharing positive news across the four schools. Many have already joined this group, and we encourage
those who have not to join now. You may also see a Community Notification Group. Families with
students in VS13 do not need to join that group as you already receive communications as a parent or
guardian by default. The Community Notification group is for community residents that do not have
students in the district. Friends or neighbors can join that group by subscribing to notifications on the
district website.

I'd like to bring our attention to pedestrian safety and remind families that we are safer when we work
together as a community. Our schools are very safe places, and we work tirelessly to ensure that we are
prepared for all possible dangers. However, some of the most pressing dangers to our students come
from the choices we make as adults. Did you know that the chances of a pedestrian surviving a crash
rapidly decrease when vehicle speed is above 30 mph? Please be mindful of your speed when driving in
our school zones. Slower speeds save lives. Did you know that U-turns are prohibited in school zones?
Be sure that you are not making an illegal U-turn, especially in front of Wheeler or Willow. Did you know
that New York State law requires you to stop for a pedestrian in the crosswalk, even when the
pedestrian isn't in your lane? Always cross at the crosswalk and follow the direction of crossing guards
or school staff. Thank you to everyone who considers the safety of pedestrians while driving in and
around our schools, our children’s lives depend on it.

Last month the Board of Education published its first board meeting summary newsletter. The Board
hopes that this will allow more families to stay informed regarding important decisions of the Board.
Families can watch Board meetings on the live stream or recordings that are posted on our channel. The
monthly newsletter will contain links to the recordings to make things even easier to access. We hope
you find this new communication useful.

For those families considering sending children to private schools next year: The deadline for
transportation applications is April 1, 2025. Families can submit as many applications as needed if they
are applying to multiple private schools and should not wait for acceptance to apply for transportation.
All applications MUST be received by April 1, 2025. Students attending district schools do not need to
apply for transportation to our four schools.


https://www.youtube.com/@valleystream1324

For the most up-to-date district information visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is
jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to connect with me. Should you need support,
please use the Guide to Communication, to learn how to best contact us.
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