/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

2024-2025 School Year

As we close out the 2024-2025 school year, | would like to extend my heartfelt thanks for your
steadfast support and collaboration. Your engagement with our school district has played a vital
role in our students’ achievements and in strengthening our entire school community.
Throughout the year, students have reached new academic heights, displayed extraordinary
creativity, and shown resilience in overcoming challenges. These successes are a testament to
the dedication of our outstanding teachers, hardworking staff, and ongoing encouragement from
our families.

The 2025-2026 school year will bring several changes in our district. Mr. Antoine, our Assistant
Superintendent for Business and Human Resources, will be leaving to take over the financial
operations for the Manhasset School District on August 1%'. Mr. Antoine has served Valley
Stream Thirteen for over nine years and has been a dedicated district administrator. He leaves
a legacy of supporting students with fiscally responsible budgets. We are in the process of
hiring a replacement and hope to appoint a new Assistant Superintendent for Business and
Operations sometime this summer. | am happy to announce that veteran administrator, Ms.
Andrea DiMango, will be expanding her role to Executive Director for Technology and Human
Resources. Ms. DiMango is well suited to this additional administrative area and will provide the
central office with stability during these leadership transitions. Congratulations to both Mr.
Antoine and Ms. DiMango.

Dr. Jasmine Shepherd will take over as Principal of the Howell Road School on July 1, 2025.
Dr. Amanda King will begin her new position as Assistant Principal on the same day. Over the
summer, Dr. King will also serve as the Summer School Principal. Mr. Kevin Olsen, Howell
Road Physical Education Teacher, will work a portion of his schedule next year on special
assignment, supporting both Dr. Shepherd and Dr. King, and providing stability during the
transition at Howell. Mr. Huplosky has been working with staff at Wheeler and will officially take
over as Principal on July 1st.

Excellent communication is an ongoing goal in our district. Should you require assistance,
families can use the Guide to Communication to understand how to best contact us. We
appreciate your feedback and take your concerns and suggestions seriously. Please don'’t
hesitate to reach out.

Thank you again for supporting and passing the 2025-2026 Budget. Over the summer we will
be working on exciting projects such as the renovation of the Howell Road library and the
James A. Dever kindergarten wing. We can’t wait to show you these improvements in the new
year. We have also submitted the Wheeler field and playground, Willow playground, and Dever
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library project, along with fencing improvements to the NYSED facilities office for authorization
to proceed with these projects. We will share more on those projects as the year gets
underway.

As a reminder, the last day of school is Friday, June 27" and students will report for one hour.
Students will have a half-day on Thursday, June 26". Please take note of dismissal times for
your child that have been provided by your building principal. The school’s main offices will be
open until Tuesday, July 15" and will reopen on Monday, August 18™. The district offices will be
open continuously and you can expect to reach staff between the hours of 8:00 am to 2:00 pm
from June 30" through September 2.

We are excited to welcome many of you to our summer academic and recreation programs. On
behalf of the Board of Education and the entire VS13 staff, we wish you and your family a joyful
summer filled with relaxation and special memories. We look forward to seeing everyone again
next year, energized and ready for more learning and new achievements.

For the most up-to-date district information join our What's Happening ParentSquare group,
follow us on Facebook, or visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is
jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please connect with me.
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