BUILDING UPWARD, MOVING ONWARD

Experiences

Definition

Engaging Experiences are
hands-on and intellectually
stimulating opportunities
that inspire students to

be active participants in
their learning. Students
lead with curiosity

and creativity as they
develop a joy for learning.
Engaging experiences
encompass a balanced
and comprehensive
curriculum, interactive
teaching strategies, and
a variety of differentiated
and enriching offerings.
Engaging experiences
prioritize student choice
and voice in the learning
process. All students know
what they are learning and
why they are learning it.

Support

Definition

Learning Environment includes

Intentional Support refers
to the deliberate provision
of strategic systems of
intervention for students’
academic, social, and
emotional development.
Interventions are designed
to meet the needs of all

learners. This includes tailored
support for students requiring

enrichment, remediation,

English as a New Language

(ENL) services, special
education services, and

Goal

Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen
will provide all students
engaging educational
experiences that foster
deep understanding,
critical thinking, and
real-world connections

to local and global
communities, improving
academic achievement
and providing personal
growth so that all students
are ready for the future

by creating challenging,
relevant, and joyful
learning experiences Valley
Stream UFSD Thirteen
students will participate in
and be motivated by.

Goal

Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen
will provide all students with
support that empowers them
to extend their strengths,
overcome barriers, close
learning gaps, and achieve
their fullest potential by
building a robust multi-tiered
system of supports that is
proactive, equitable, and
responsive to the needs of
every student.

mental health resources. Plans
and methodologies contribute
to students’ overall well-being.

Mindsets

Foster a growth-oriented
culture among students
and staff, cultivating
curiosity, resilience, and
a passion for exploration
as foundational attitudes
tfoward learning.

Practices
Implement instructional
methods that emphasize
active participation,
inquiry, and collaboration,
embedding research-based
strategies and reflective
teaching info everyday
Opportunities classroom experiences.

Expand and diversify
authentic learning
experiences, both inside
and outside the classroom,
fo empower students with
choice, voice, and real-
world connections that spark
enduring motivation and
achievement.

Mindsets
Encourage a community-
wide belief that abilities
can grow through a
variety of efforts, setting
the stage for lifelong
learning and adaptability.

Practices
Translate this mindset
into action by adopting
teaching methods that
prioritize a differentiated
learning model that
services a wide variety of
student needs.

Opportunities
Leverage these practice
o offer students
meaningful choices and
authentic experiences
that nurture their unique
abilities and interests to
foster real-world
readiness.
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Connectedness

Definition
Connectedness includes
the relationships, sense

of belonging, and
collaboration that bring
together students, families,
educators, and community
members. It involves

open communication,
inclusive engagement,
and opportunities for
stakeholders to partnerin
shared decision making.

Goal

Valley Stream UFSD
Thirteen will be a school
district where all members
feel welcomed, valued,
and empowered to
conftribute, resulting in a
positive, inclusive, and
collaborative school
climate by cultivating
stfrong connections among
students, staff, families,
and the community,
strengthening school spirit,
family engagement, and
shared responsibility for
student success.

Environment

Definition

Learning Environment includes

physical space, safety,
facilities, resources, and daily
routines that shape each

student’s experience in school.

It encompasses classrooms,
playgrounds, fechnology,
cleanliness, and the overall
culture within the school
community.
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MINDSETS ® PRACTICES ® OPPORTUNITIES

Goal

Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen
will have safe, healthy, and
accessible facilities that
inspire engagement, support
academic excellence, and
foster wellbeing for students
and staff by improving
facilities and grounds
district-wide with projects
that are compliant and
fiscally responsible.
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Mindsets

Embrace a growth-
oriented and inclusive
outlook that values every
individual’s contributions

and potential fo learn,
connect, and succeed.

Practices
Implement daily routines
and collaborative
activities that model
empathy, open-
mindedness, and shared
responsibility among
students, staff, and
families.

Opportunities
Create innovative programs
and events that empower
allmembers of the school
community to take active roles
in learning, leadership, and
partnership in the classroom
and beyond.

Mindsets

Foster a shared belief in
the power of well-designed
and inclusive, indoor and
outdoor learning spaces
to elevate academic
achievement, well-being,
and community pride
across the district. .
Practices
Commit to continuous
evaluation and
improvement of facilifies,
ensuring that decisions are
grounded in collaboration,
data analysis, and a deep
respect for the needs of
all students and staff.

Opportunities
Empower students, educato
and families o contribute
ideas, take ownership of
their environment, and
participate in shaping
spaces that support creativity,
engagement, and a
sense of belonging.




