/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

Happy Thanksgiving
Dear Valley Stream Thirteen Families,

As Thanksgiving approaches, | am filled with gratitude for the many blessings that surround
us. This season offers a perfect moment to pause and reflect on all that we cherish, our
families, friendships, and the vibrant community we build together.

One of the greatest gifts we can share with one another is the love of reading. Literacy not
only opens doors to new worlds and ideas, but it is also a powerful way to connect across
generations. Reading together as a family can become a cherished tradition, fostering
curiosity, empathy, and lifelong learning. It is a simple joy that brings us closer, sparking
conversations and imaginations around the dinner table or at bedtime.

One of my fondest memories as a child are of my grandmother reading to me from the
Arthur Rackham Fairy Book. | loved listening to Aladdin’s adventures and always got a big
kick out of Henny Penny thinking the sky was falling, asking her to read it over and over
again. As you gather with loved ones this Thanksgiving, | encourage you to set aside time to
read together. Whether it’s a favorite picture book, a chapter from a beloved novel, or
sharing stories from your own lives, these moments help strengthen bonds that will last a
lifetime.

In the spirit of this season, I’d like to share a quote from E.B. White’s classic, Charlotte’s
Web, which reminds us of the importance of friendship and appreciation:

“Children almost always hang onto things tighter than their parents think they will.”

Let us hold tight to our blessings this Thanksgiving, our families, our community, and the
gift of reading. May your homes be filled with laughter, warmth, and wonderful stories.

Wishing you all a joyful and restful Thanksgiving.
With gratitude,

Dr. LaRocca
Superintendent



