/. Note from Dr. LaRocca

It’s Budget Season!

Welcome April, the start of spring, and more hours of daylight! That means it is once again time to learn
about the annual school budget. The Board of Education adopted next year’s budget at their last
meeting. The budget maintains all programs for the 2026-2027 school year, including our lowest average
class size yet. The budget provides for an additional prekindergarten class, along with a special
education teacher and teaching assistant to increase support for students. Based on community
feedback, we will add another assistant principal to the district for Howell Road. Next year, we will
partner the current Wheeler assistant principal with the James A. Dever school, and the new Howell
assistant principal with Willow Road, so that all four buildings receive increased service. The budget
keeps our fabulous security team in place and enhances clubs, field trips, and assemblies for the third
year in a row. Using Capital Reserves, at no additional cost to taxpayers, we can improve the Dever and
Howell playgrounds with voter approval. Learn more and watch the full presentation on the Budget
Information page of the district website. Most importantly, make an informed decision at the budget
vote on Tuesday, May 19!

Spring concerts have started, so tune in to the Livestream to see our amazing student performances over
the next few weeks. We are very proud of our young musicians, congratulations to all. Our second
annual district art exhibition at the Henry Waldinger Library is open for visitors, stop by to see our
incredible artists.

Schools will be closed for spring recess from Thursday, April 2" to Wednesday, April 8. Schools will
reopen on Thursday, April 9™. Wishing you all an enjoyable time with friends and family and we look
forward to everyone’s return for our last few months of school.

For the most up-to-date district information visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is
jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please do not hesitate to connect with me. Should you need support,
please use the Guide to Communication, to learn how to best contact us.
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