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Winter Continues

Welcome back from the Winter Recess period! | want to thank our custodial and maintenance crew for
their ongoing work this winter to keep our sidewalks and lots free from snow and ice. | also want to
thank families for being patient during arrival and dismissals; we know that there are challenges even
when we don’t have piles of snow on the ground. Let’s continue to work together to keep everyone safe
getting to and from school.

We are very close to presenting the proposed 2026-2027 budget to the community. The presentation of
the proposed budget to the Board of Education will take place on Tuesday, March 24™" at 8:00 pm in the
auditorium at the James A. Dever School. We encourage everyone to attend the meeting or tune in to
our channel to watch. The proposed budget will support the priorities of the community as outlined in
the new three-year Strategic Plan while remaining fiscally responsible.

These past few years you may have heard me speak about our commitment to making class sizes as low
as possible, ensuring that everyone in the community who wants their child to attend prekindergarten
has a spot, and to sustain an inclusive special education program where district students can be served
in our neighborhood schools. Accomplishing these requires an ongoing review of our physical space at
all four schools. Next year, we will be moving three of the nine prekindergarten classes from Howell
Road to Willow Road, and we will be expanding our special education program at Howell Road. This will
create a better balance of space and programs across the district. Parents and caregivers of incoming
prekindergarten students will participate in a lottery that will provide the opportunity to select a
location preference for 2026-2027. This location lottery is necessary as there are not enough spots to
evenly divide the program between Howell Road and Willow Road. The prekindergarten program will
continue to be a district program that will now be housed in two school locations, Howell and Willow.
As a reminder, our prekindergarten program is a full day and there is no transportation provided.

For those families considering sending children to private schools next year, the deadline for
transportation applications is Wednesday, April 1, 2026. Families can submit as many applications as
needed if they are applying to multiple private schools and should not wait for acceptance to apply for
transportation. All applications MUST be received by April 1, 2026. Students attending district schools do
not need to apply for transportation to our four schools.

For the most up-to-date district information visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is
jlarocca@valleystream13.com, please connect with me. Should you need support, please use the Guide
to Communication for the best way contact us.
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