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n Valley Stream UFSD 13, my goal
as superintendent is to make our
schools the best places to learn and
to work. Children and adults do
best when they feel known, welcomed
and valued. In schools, it isn’t always
easy to ensure that every individual
feels a sense of belonging. That can only
happen with
intention.

We can’t sim-
ply say we want
this; we must cre-
ate opportunities

for belonging to

Those familiar with Maslow’s Hierar-
chy of Needs know that belonging fol-
lows our most basic needs for survival
and safety Relationships are at the heart
of this human need. Children learn best
in environments where they feel con-
nected, supported and valued. Academic
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Strong schools begin with belonging

success grows most readily when stu-

dents experience a genuine sense of

connection and i
Belonging isn't just a social goal; it is

opportunities for students to share
ideas, build relationships and develop a
sense of community within the class-
room. Adults and students alike use a
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questioning and growing. Learning Belonging at school becomes even

in environments where stu- stronger when families and schools
dents feel secure enough to take risks work together. Families can nurture
and confident enough to persevere. COnVersa-

connections through everyday

tions about what's happening at school.
Children are often more eager to talk
about moments in the cafieteria, at
recess or during after-school activities,
spaces where social learning happens
naturally, than they are to answer the
familiar question, “How was school

today?™ Asking instead, “Who did
talk to today?” nmdsapum'hlln::l
sage that school is a place to build rela-
tionships and grow.

Parents can also use affirming lan-
guape such as “You matter at school™ or
*“Your teacher is glad you're in their
class.” These simple messages help chil-
dren understand that school isn't just a
place they attend, but a community

When families
Mu&qﬂnﬂwﬂoﬂm”mmw
connections with teachers and school
events, children receive an important
message that home and school are work-
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help them feel secure,
as they navigate
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Strong schools don’t begin with pro-
grams or policies alone. They begin
with people.

ing environments for students. By prior-
itizing belonging, we build school sys-
tems that foster academic success and
emotional well-being through the con-
nections students have with their school
community
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