
 
 

2025-2026 Reflection 
 
It has been a joyful and inspiring year of learning, growth, and connection across Valley Stream 
UFSD Thirteen. Our students have continued to achieve, create, lead, and persevere, supported by 
dedicated educators, caring staff members, involved families, and a community that remains truly 
committed to their success. Looking ahead to the coming school year, it is helpful to reflect on the 
progress we have made within the four categories of our Strategic Plan and how that work will 
continue to shape our priorities for students. 
 
Engaging Experiences 

Throughout the year, our students participated in rich learning opportunities that encouraged 
curiosity, creativity, collaboration, and problem-solving. Through our classrooms, programs, and 
schoolwide activities, students had opportunities to explore new ideas, apply their learning in 
authentic ways, and celebrate their talents through academic, artistic, athletic, and service-based 
experiences. 
 
Intentional Support 

Thanks to the community’s support of the 2026-2027 budget, we are pleased to strengthen our 
administrative support across the district. Mr. Edward Courtney will join Howell Road School as 
Assistant Principal, while Dr. King will continue serving as Assistant Principal at Wheeler Avenue. In 
addition to their building-based responsibilities, each assistant principal will help support another 
school in the event of a principal’s absence, with Dr. King supporting James A. Dever and Mr. 
Courtney supporting Willow Road. Mr. Courtney will provide administrative support for the district 
prekindergarten program, and Dr. King will now support the district English as a New Language 
program. 
 
Our district mental health team does a tremendous job supporting students beyond academics. I 
am pleased to share that we are adding a second district psychologist to this outstanding team of a 
guidance counselor, social worker, and psychologist. This investment strengthens the support 
available in all four schools and reflects our continued commitment to meeting the needs of the 
whole child. Together, these supports help ensure that students, families, and staff have access to 
responsive systems that promote academic success, social-emotional growth, and a strong sense 
of belonging. 
 
 
 
 



 
Connectedness 

This year, we continued to strengthen the relationships that make Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen 
such a special community. Through family events, school celebrations, classroom visits, PTA 
partnerships, district communications, and opportunities for student voice, we worked to ensure 
that students and families felt informed, welcomed, and connected to the life of our schools. 
 
Learning Environment 

We have made important progress in maintaining school environments that are safe, healthy, and 
welcoming. Investments in the Wheeler Avenue playground and field, along with the Dever 
kindergarten wing, continued our large-scale improvement efforts. On a smaller scale, we have 
upgraded our school entryways with school logo mats and continued to update flooring and lighting 
in offices and classrooms. This summer, we will begin new projects, including the Dever library and 
playground and the Howell playground. We will continue working toward school buildings where 
every child learns in spaces that reflect care, high expectations, and pride in our schools. 
 
As a reminder, the last day of school is Friday, June 26th and students will report for one hour. 
Students will have a half-day on Thursday, June 25th.  Please take note of dismissal times for your 
child that have been provided by your building principal. The school’s main offices will be open 
through Wednesday, July 15th and will reopen on Monday, August 17th. The district offices will be 
open continuously and you can expect to reach staff between the hours of 8:00 am to 2:00 pm from 
June 29th through September 1st.   
 
As I reflect on this year, I am reminded again of what makes VS13 so special: our students, our 
staff, our families, and the care we show for one another. Thank you for your continued trust and 
partnership. I hope your summer brings moments of rest, joy, and connection, and I look forward to 
seeing our students return in September with excitement for all that lies ahead. 

________________________________________________ 
 
Board meetings, concerts, and graduations can be viewed on the district livestream site. For more 
information about VS13, please visit www.valleystream13.com. My email is 
jlarocca@valleystream13.com; please connect with me. 
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https://www.youtube.com/@valleystream1324

